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A SOCIO-ECONOMIC ANALYSIS FOR THE PRACTICE OF
SOME MODERN TECHNIQUES OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION (RICE-STRAW RECYCLING) IN SHARKIA
GOVERNORATE - EGYPT

Ibrahim, M. M. S.* and A. A. M. H. Ecresh**

* Rural Society Dept., Agric. Exten. & Rural Development Res. Inst., ARC
** Branch of Rural Sociology and Agric. Exten., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ.

ABSTRACT

The present study aims at identifying the degree of acceptance of agricultural
innovations by farmers (who never use modern techniques of rice-straw recycling and
those who use it already),also identifying the level of knowledge of farmers (who
never use and those who use) to modern techniques of rice-straw recycling ,
investigating the significant differences between farmers (who never use and those
who use) in personal , social and economic characteristics , determining return on
investment for modern techniques of rice-straw recycling, and identifying the most
important obstacles in use rice-straw recycling by farmers who never use .

The study was carried out in Sharkia governorate , in five villages of Minya EI-
Kameh , they has been selected purposed. The sample size was 150 farmers , The
data were collected during the beginning of January to mid-March 2010 , and were
analyzed by: frequencies, percentages, and Mann-Whitney "U" Test .

Most important conclusion of the present study indicate that : there were
significant differences statistically between the means of two samples of the study in
terms of: age, education level, type of qualification, possession of agricultural land, the
type of acquisition of agricultural land, the acreage under rice, possession of farm
animals, possession of agricultural machineries , the degree of acceptance of
agricultural innovations, the level of knowledge of modern techniques of rice-straw
recycling, and all the previous differences in favor of the sample farmers who use one
of these techniques . The return on investment was highest(LE 2.33 / for 1 pound) in
case of using rice-straw recycling as a substitute soil for Mushroom produce. The
most important obstacles in rice-straw recycling are : The transportation of rice-straw ,
lack of farmer's knowledge in using modern techniques of rice-straw recycling ,
Respectively.
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