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IMPORTANT EGYPTIAN HORTICULTURAL EXPORTS IN
EUROPEAN UNION MARKET

Bader, E. A.

Department of Agric., Economics, Faculty of Agric., Mansoura Univ.,
(Damietta Branch).

ABSTRACT

The European Union (EU) market is the largest partner of Egyptian
foreign trade and the first market for Egyptian horticultural exports. The
exported quantities of the most important crops are low in relation to the
production. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to analysis the competitiveness
of the Egyptian horticultural exports based on secondary data correspond to
period 1995-2007.

Quantitative and qualitative methods were employed in this study such
as regression analysis, In addition to many indicators of competitiveness,
namely, the revealed comparative advantage (RCA), market share, market
penetration ratio, competitiveness advantage of nations (CAN). The study is
mainly based on secondary statistical data to the period 1995-2007, which
obtained from the official bulletins issued by the Central Agency for Public
Mobilisation and Statistics (CAPMAS) and the Ministry of Foreign Trade and
Supply; in addition, data from the nationwide internet such as United Nation
statistical service, Comtrade, Eurostat, and Food Agricultural Organization
(FAO).

The results show that exports were found to be highly fluctuating
during the study period (1995 to 2007). The most important factors affecting
the Egyptian exports of horticultural crops in the EU markets are Egyptian
export price, export prices of some competitive countries, national income
and population of imported countries.

The index RCA shows that for all the crops under study had a
comparative advantage, especially a yearly increase in comparative
advantage of potatoes and onions compared to the competitive countries.
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The model of (CAN) show that potatoes face the problem of setbacks from
the EU market during the period 2003-2007 compared to 1995-1999. This
may be due to the rejection of many Egyptian potatoes shipments to the EU
because of the contamination by the disease of Brown Rot.

The results of the CAN model also has assured the importance of
putting onions and oranges in the part of setting stars, and therefore the need
for a strategy that should be adopted to promote the onions and oranges in
the EU market. The model highlighted graps in the part of rising stars. This
assures the good position of the Egyptian grapes in the next few years.

The study recommendes developing the Egyptian exports of
horticultural crops mentioned in the study to the EU market through: a)
improving the perfection of the Egyptian products, especially the petatoe crop
in order to meet the European standards. b) Increase the productivity of
horticultural crops, especially grapes to the United Kingdom, Holland, and
Italian markets to increase its competitiveness.
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