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EDUCATIONAL EFFECTS OF AGRCULTURAL EXTENSION
PROGRAMS: A CASE STUDY OF SUGAR BEAT PROGRAM
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Saafan, I.A.A."; H.S.M. Kassem' and Amera M.M. Harraz?

1- Agric. Extension and Rural Society Dept., Fac. Agric., Mans. Univ.
2- Tag-Elez Research Station , Agric. Res. Center, Ministry Of Agric.

ABSTRACT

The current study mained mainly studing educational effects of the
studied sugar beat extension program . The study was carried out in
Dakahalia governorate. The largest (5) districts cultivating sugar beat which
the studied program implemented in them were selected for data collection,
also two villages from each district were selected, one the program was
implemented in it and the other is not.

A systematic random sample of (50) farmers in the studied villages
were selected representing approximately (57,5%) of farmers involved in the
studied program, also a purposive sample of (50) non participating farmers in
the program in the same village were selected, finally a purposive sample of
(50) non participating farmers in the villages adjacent to the villages of the
application were selected for data collection.

The level of farmers' adoption of the studied sugar beet practices in
their fields was measured in the following agricultural season (2010/2011)
after implementation of the studied program, where the systematic random
sample was selected of (30) farmers representing about 34.5% of the farmers
who participated in the studied program during the agricultural season
2009/2010.

Data on the change of knowledge, skills and attitudes were obtained
by a questionnaire through personal interview , while data on the adoption of
farmers who participated in the program were obtained by observation
through regular weekly field visits throughout the season from the
researchers and the extension team of the program.

Percentages, frequencies, standard deviation, arithmetic mean, F test,
and the least significant difference method (LSD) were used as tools for
statistical analysis and presenting the results .

The most important results reached by the current study were as

follows:

1 - The farmers who participated in the studied program have obtained high
levels in knowledge and attitudes regarding their practices of the studied
sugar beet practices, while their level was intermediate regarding their
skills in such practices.
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2 - The significant differences in the level of knowledge, skills and attitudes of
the studied practices among farmers who participated in the program,
non-participating farmers in the same villages of program execution, and
non-participating farmers in the villages adjacent to the villages of the
application came for the farmers who participated in the program in the
majority of the studied practices .

3 - The overall average level of farmers' adoption level of the studied
practices in their fields was moderate (66.6%).
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