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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF FARMERS NEGATIVE
COMMUNICATION BEHAVIOR PATTERNS AND EXTENSION
AGENTS TECHNIQUES IN DEALING WITH IT IN DAKAHLIA
GOVERNORATE.

Abd El-Magieed, M. A. M.
Agric. Extension and Rural Society Dept., Fac. Agric., Mans. Univ.

ABSTRACT

The current study aimed mainly to identify the negative communication
behavior patterns of farmers. To achieve this objective, the following sub-
objectives were formulated:

1. Identifying the diffusion level of the negative communication behavior
patterns among farmers in the six studied districts from respondents’
extension agents’ point of views.

2. Identifying the respondents’ extension agents’ techniques in dealing with
the diffused negative communication behavior patterns of farmers in the
six studied districts.

3. Identifying the relationship between the diffusion level of the negative
communication behavior patterns among farmers and respondents’
extension agents’ techniques in dealing with these patterns in the
research area.
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The study was carried out in Belgas, Meniat EL-Nasr, Talkha,
Mansoura, Meet Ghamr and Aga districts at Dakahlia governorate. The study
targeted the universe of extension agents in the six studied districts which
amounting to 185 extension agents. As a result of absence of some
extension agents, the study universe was consists of 174 VEW’s who
attended the weekly meeting which had been held in the sub-directorates in
each selected district at the time of data collection. Data were collected by
using group interview questionnaire during the period from June to August
2010. Frequencies, Percentages, Relative Weights and Spearman Rank
Correlation Coefficient were used to analyze data statistically.

The study reached a number of important findings which can be
summarized as follows:

1. The findings revealed that the negative communication behavior patterns
of farmers were diffused in the research area with a level ranging between
medium and over medium from respondents’ VEW'’s point of views. The
relative weights of these patterns diffusion was ranged between 57.3% for
“close-minded pattern” and 67.2% for “hesitator’. The findings indicated
also the medium diffusion level of the negative communication behavior
patterns among farmers in the research area. The grand mean of relative
weights of these patterns diffusion according to respondents’ VEW'’s point
of views was 60.7%.

2. The findings indicated that the level of respondents’ VEW'’s dealing with
the diffused negative communication behavior patterns among farmers in
the research area was below medium. The relative weights of the
respondents’ VEW'’s level in dealing with these patterns were ranged
between 36.2% for “the dominator pattern” and 44.6% for “hesitator
pattern”. The findings indicated also the low level respondents’ VEW'’s
dealing with the diffused negative communication behavior patterns
among farmers in the research area. The grand mean of relative weights
of respondents’ VEW'’s level in dealing with these patterns was 40.1%.

3. Finally, the findings revealed that the value of Spearman Rank Correlation
Coefficient for the relationship between the diffusion level of the negative
communication behavior patterns among farmers in the six studied
districts and respondents’ extension agents’ techniques in dealing with
these patterns, was (0.20). This value was insignificant at 0.05 level
indicating that there is no relationship between them. These findings
indicate the existence of gap between negative communication patterns
diffusion and respondents’ VEW'’s capabilities in understanding
differences between these patterns and dealing with them. Furthermore,
the value of Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient for the relationship
between the diffusion level of the negative communication behavior
patterns among farmers and respondents’ extension agents’ techniques in
dealing with these patterns according to the six studied districts, was (-
0.77). This value was insignificant on 0.05 level indicating that there is no
relationship between them. These findings indicate the existence of gap
between negative communication patterns diffusion and respondents’
VEW’s capabilities in understanding differences between these patterns
and dealing with them in the entire studied districts.
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