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This research targeted to study the current status of the production food
groups and available for consumption of these groups in the Arab countries and the
analysis of the current food gap and attempt to predict of this gap in the future. The
research was based on two descriptive statistical analysis methods to achieve the
objective quantitative research, also relied on data published in the concerned
authorities.

The results indicate that the production of commodity groups of basic food,
(grains, potatoes, vegetables, fruit, sugar, oilseeds, meats, fish, eggs, and dairy
products) took a general trend increasing except set pulses has taken a general trend
decreasing during period (2001-2011). By studying the evolution of agricultural trade
Arab from those groups during the same period shows that the amount of exports of
groups (grains, potatoes, legumes, vegetables, fruit, sugar, oilseeds, meats, fish,
eggs, and dairy products) accounted for about 17.4%, 4.5%, 1.6%, 21%, 19.4%,
8.7%, 5%, 0.7%, 5.2%, 0.3%, 16% of the total exports of the food commodity groups
the Arab countries each respectively. In the import side turns out that the quantity of
imports of commodity groups accounted for about 62.3%, 0.8%, 1.3%, 2.7%, 3.9%,
8.8%, 4.4%, 2.2%, 0.7%, 0.1%, 12.9% of the total amount of imports for groups Arab
countries food commodity each of them on the same previous arrangement, and all
those groups took a general trend increasing.

By studying the evolution available for consumption of major food
commodities in the Arab countries during the period (2001-2011) found that the
amount available for consumption of these commodity groups amounted to about
40.3%, 3.8%, 0.9%, 18.2%, 11.3%, 3.6%, 3.7%,3.5%, 1.4%, 0.6%, 12.7% of the total
available for consumption of food commodity groups the Arab countries each
respectively. And an analysis of developments in the rates of per capita consumption
of various food commodities turned out that the average per capita available for
consumption in the Arab world as an average for the period (2001-2011) of the
commaodity groups amounted to about 319.2, 39.5, 7.1, 143.3, 89.8, 28.1, 29.4, 27.8,
10.9, 4.5, 100.7 kg / capita each on the same order, and temporal trends indicate that
the average per capita may take years growing trend for groups (potatoes,
vegetables, and meat) while taking a general trend decreasing for the other groups.

By analyzing self-sufficiency ratios of various food commodities, it has been
possible to distinguish between the three groups of food commodities according to the
rates of self-sufficiency for the average period (2001-2011). The first group of goods
with high levels of self-sufficiency which, including potatoes, vegetables, fruit, fish,
eggs rates stood at around 99.2%, 101.2%, 97.7%, 103.5%, 95.2% each,
respectively. The second group includes goods self-sufficiency rates medium adopting
that Arab states less on foreign markets to meet consumer needs of it, including
pulses, oilseeds, meats, and dairy products at rates of around 60.3%, 67.3%, 80.5 %,
72.3% each, respectively. The third group include goods low self-sufficiency rates,
which depend more Arab states to foreign markets to meet consumer needs, and
include grains, and sugar that amounted to about 49.9%, 29.6% each, respectively.

By studying the value of the Arab food gap during the period (2001-2011)
turned out to be grains alone contribute about 55.3% in the value of the gap, followed
meat, dairy products, oilseeds, sugar by about 13.9%, 13.8%, 10.3%, 9.2% each
respectively. While contributed commodity groups (legumes, fruit, potatoes, eggs)
worth low in the Arab food gap amounted to about 2.1%, 0.8%, 0.7%, 0.5% each
respectively. Vegetables and fish has contributed rates negative in the food gap
(surplus) they nearly -2.7%, -3.8% each respectively.

The results also predict the value of the Arab food gap during average period
(2012-2020), and compared with an average period (2001-2011) that the value of the
gap from the major food groups as the average for the first period (2001-2011)
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amounted to about 24.1 billion dollars, increased during the second period average
(2012-2020) amounted to about 51.7 billion dollars,. In light of the foregoing it can be
said that the situation of the food gap and self-sufficiency in basic food commodities
for Arab citizens tend to worsen. Hence the importance of self-improving productivity
for food commodities, to reduce dependence on import in the future of what is
involved by the negative consequences of Arab food security.
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