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CITRUS AND POTATO FARMERS' VIEW OF CONTRACT
FARMING AND THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION
THEREIN

Zeyada, A. H. * and E. M. El Baaly**

* Agric. Extension & Rural Development Res. Institute, Agric. Res.

Center, Giza, Egypt
** Agric. Economics Dept., Fac. of Agric., Tanta Univ.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to: a) identify respondents' knowledge about
contracted farming; b) identifying the role of agricultural extension in
contracting marketing; and c) specifying aspects of acceptable contracted
farming system.

Citrus fruit production and potato growing were specified to be the
main concern of the study because of the diversity of demands and markets
of those products. A multistage cluster sample of 150 citrus fruit producers
and 150 potato growers was drawn from Gharbia governorate. Data were
collected from sample units by personal interview. Collected data were coded
and analyzed using frequencies and percentages.

The main findings of the study were as follows:
1- About 55% of respondents never heard about contracted farming.
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2- The agricultural extension agent was not among the sources of hearing
about contracted farming.

3- About 76.67% of respondents did not know what contracted farming
means.

4- About 5% of respondents deny any importance of contracted farming in
marketing their products.

5- About 73% of respondents prefer contracted marketing of their products.

6- About 56% of respondents state that they experienced contracted farming
at least once during the last years; most of which contracted with export
firms.

7- About 57.33% of respondents state that agricultural extension had no role
in contracted marketing.

8- The majority of respondents suggest a contracted farming system: a) with
exporting firms, b)sharing production costs; c) with clearly specified mutual
rights and obligations, and e) with adequate supporting infrastructure
including refrigerated stores and transportation.
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