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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY FOR THE REPRODUCTION
BEHAVIOR OF RURAL WOMEN UNDER SOME SUB -
CULTURES, IN MOTOUBUS DISTRICT, KAFR EL-SHEIKH
GOVERNORATE

Abdel-Rahman, M. M.*; A. G. Wahbah and S. A. Gouda**

* Rural Sociology Branch, Faculity of Agric., Kafrelsheikh Univ.
**Agric.Extension and Rural Development Res. Inst.,Ag. Res. Center

ABSTRACT

The current research aimed at identifying major factors that affect women's
fertility levelsin four sub-cultures in rural Motoubus District at Kafr EI-Sheikh
Governorate. The study has assumed that sub-cultures have impact on the nature
and scope of reproductive behavior through the work environment of the economic
activities of the spouses of respondents.

The present study has been conducted in two local units in Motoubes
District. An area sample was utilized. Once married wives were classified into four
categories, according to the types of their spouse's economic activities. A stratified
random sample reached 350 females were selected. An interview schedule form was
developed and designed to include different variables pertained to the objectives of
the study, it was pretested and modified accordingly. Standard scores, zero-order
correlation, step-wise multiple regression (Forward Solution), one way analysis of
variance, and L.S.D. techniques were utilized for data presentation and analysis
The main findings of the study have shown the following:

1-Rural family size is moderate in general in the four sub-cultures.2) There
are substantial ifferences in reproductive behavior among the various sub-cultures.3 —
The correlates and determinants of reproductive behavior vary in each sub-culture
,and the variable" number of years of marriage" is a central variable affecting levels
of fertility, under different cultures 4-Reproductive behavior of female employees is
determined by variables: the number years of marriage, value of male children, and
the use of family planning methods ,while the behavioramong the wives of
craftsmen is determined by the variables: length of the years of marriage, number of
hours of exposure to the media, standard of living, the desire to have more children
,and experience with infant mortality. The reproductive behavior of the wives
of merchants is determined by variables: number of years of marriage, the value
of male children, and the the main occupation, especially the agricultural ones.
Finally, reproductive behavior of farmers and fisher- men wives is determined by the
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length of the years of marriage, desire to have more children, wife monthly
income, and possession of animals, religious cognition, and the familial impact. The
study has reached several recommendations for improving policy and research
implications.
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