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COMPARISON STUDY ON FARMERS' ATTITUDE TO
APPLYING ORGANIC FARMING AT SIWA OASIS

Ghonaim, Gh. M.
Extension Agric. Dept., Socio-Economic Division, Desert Res. Center,

Egypt
ABSTRACT

The research was carried out to identify farmers' respondents to
applying organic farming and to define the significance differences between
the degree of farmers' attitude of group (1) and that of group (2) who are
enlisted at the Local Society Development Association.

The study included 2 samples, the first one comprised 120
respondents representing 5 % enrolled at the Agricultural Cooperative, and
the second one comprised 89 respondents enrolled at the Local society
Development Association at Siwa Oasis.

Data statistic analysis included Replicates, Percentage %, Average
Mean, Standard Deviation, Berson / Spearman simple correlation coefficient,
T test.

The most important results were as follows:
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There was a significant difference between the average degrees of
farmers' attitude to applying organic farming as T calculated value
reached — 13.739 for the second group enrolled at the Local Society
Developing Association at Siwa Oasis.

There was a significant correlation difference between the degree of
respondents attitude toward applying organic farming by the first group
and the degree of acquiring and knowing of the information resources,
membership degree at the local organizations, knowledge scope of
organic farming, crop structure, family members.

The most crucial problems faced by the first group of respondents were:
lack of knowledge to the basic techniques and requirements of organic
farming, lack of specialized programs in that field, awareness shortage of
the health impacts of organic farming, and lack of marketing information
on foreign markets.

The most challenging problems and constraints encountered by the
second group of farmers' respondents were: packing and packaging, lack
of organic farming inputs, lack of factories to make use of palm products.
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