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ABSTRACT

Component of the agricultural environment in Libya were shown in several
studies to be of a poor quality due to utilization malpractices. Since National statistics
illustrate the contribution of both sexes in the agricultural food production without
specifying their respective roles, the objective of this study was to identify the role of
rural women in agricultural food production, such role of women in sustainable
development programs is as important as the role of men even though agricultural
extension programs are exclusively directed towards men. A random sample of
hundred women was selected from the area of Al-Jumail. Data were collected by
filling a questionnaire during direct interviews, and were later analyzed using the
statistical package for social sciences (SPSS). Results showed that the heads of the
hundred household own farms with less than one-third of them engaging in agriculture
as their main activity, while the majority of them practice agriculture as secondary
activity. Regarding the women in the sample it was noted that more than half of them
were under the age of thirty five years. Concerning women's education, the illiteracy
rate among them was low, however, only a small group of women reached secondary
school level or received vocational education. As a secondary activity, most women
engaged in various agricultural activities such as harvesting crops and preparing them
for the market and weeding. They also engage in raising poultry and caring for farm
animals. It is recommended that extension units for rural women should be created for
the purpose of up-grading the knowledge level of women and raising their awareness
of their roles inside and outside the household to combat environmental deterioration
of natural resources.

Keywords: sustainable development, agricultural activities, rural women
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