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AN ADOPTION OF UNSAFE PRACTICES BY VEGETABLES
AND FRUITS GROWERS IN SOME RURAL AREAS OF
MENUFIYA GOVERNORATE

Salama, F.A.; Farahat A. Mohamed and Salem A. Abdel —-Samad
Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology College of
Agriculture, Menufya.,University, Shebin ElI-Kom, Egypt

ABSTRACT

This study aimed basically at identifying the level of adoption of unsafe
practices by vegetables and fruits growers in some rural areas of Menufiya
governorate . This main objective was achieved theoretically and empirically
through the following sub-objectives: Identifying the knowledge level of unsafe
practices by vegetables and fruits growers, Identifying the application level of unsafe
practices by vegetables and fruits growers ,Determining the correlates of the unsafe
practices knowledge degree, Determining the correlates of the unsafe practices
application degree, ldentifying the reasons of applying the unsafe practices by
vegetables and fruits growers. The study was carried out in two villages in
Menufiya governorate , the first village was Sahel El gawaber and the second
village was Kafer El swalmya of El shohadaa district. A sample of 185 vegetables
and fruits growers was selected randomly from the two villages. A questionnaire was
used to collect the data from the respondents through personal interviews |,
the data were analyzed descriptively and analytically by using frequencies,
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percentages, range , variance , reliability estimate , simple correlation, step-
wise multiple regression .The study findings were: The knowledge degree of
unsafe practices was high as 57.2% from all respondents of vegetables and fruits
growers, The applying degree of unsafe practices was high as 78.9% from all
respondents of vegetables and fruits growers, There were significant positive
relationships at the level 0.01 between each of attitudes toward voluntary
participation and knowledge degree of the advantages of organic farming as
independent variables and the knowledge degree of unsafe practices as a
dependent variable, There were significant positive relationships at the level 0.05
between each of standard of living and the degree of satisfaction about the local
community as independent variables and the knowledge degree of unsafe practices
as a dependent variable, There were negative relationships between each of :
Availability of vegetable and fruit markets, the knowledge degree of the negative
effect of unsafe practices, the knowledge degree of technical agricultural
recommendations, and visiting of service centers as independent variables and the
knowledge degree of unsafe practices as a dependent variable, There were ten
independent variables (availability of vegetable and fruit markets , attitude toward
voluntary participation, the knowledge degree of technical agricultural
recommendations, knowledge degree of the advantages of organic farming, the
knowledge degree for the negative effect of unsafe practices, standard of living,
degree of satisfaction about the local community , average of family income, the level
of family education, degree of availability of trained agricultural workers ) explained
together 39.3 % of the total variance of the knowledge degree of unsafe practices
, There were significant positive relationships at the level 0.01 between each of
knowledge degree of the advantages of organic farming , the knowledge degree of
the negative effect of unsafe practices and ownership of agricultural machinery, as
independent variables and the application degree of unsafe practices as a
dependent variable, There were significant positive relationships at the level
0.05 between each of attitudes toward voluntary participation , geographical
cosmopolitans , size of the family , and animal possession, as independent variables
and the application degree of unsafe practices as a dependent variable ,There were
a negative relationship between the knowledge degree of unsafe practices as an
independent variable and the application degree of unsafe practices as a dependent
variable, There were five independent variables (the knowledge degree of technical
agricultural recommendations, knowledge degree of unsafe practices, availability of
agriculture inputs, attitude toward voluntary participation and ownership of agricultural
machinery) explained together 27.4% of the total variance of the application
degree of unsafe practices as a dependent variable.
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