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THE ROLE OF NGOS IN AGRICULTURAL MARKETING: AN
APPROACH TO POVERTY ALLEVIATION IN ASSIUT
GOVERNORATE

Ali, A. M.
Rural Sociology & Agric. Extention Dept. Assiut Univ.

ABSTRACT

The positive participation in programs and projects to alleviate poverty and
improve the citizens’ livelihoods is of the central goals included in the document of the
Millennium Development Goals signed by the countries of the world, including Egypt.
Whereas there are an abundance of literature on the role of NGOs in achieving social
welfare, the economic role of such organizations, especially agricultural marketing is not
well documented. Accordingly, the current study sheds light on practices that can be
undertaken by NGOs in agricultural marketing through analyze the current status of
marketing NGOs; define the problems of agricultural marketing in the geographic context
within which these organizations work; recognize how to help NGOs' members reach the
inputs and outputs of the market; and explore the way forward for the enhancement of
those organizations.

The study adopts participatory rural appraisal approach using semi-structured
interview to assess the role of marketing in five NGOs, which represents 50% of the total
NGOs that are active in marketing of agricultural products in Assiut Governorate.
Followings are the most important results of study: the analysis of internal environment for
NGOs foretells that such organizations have the ability and flexibility to link farmers to local
and foreign markets, but they still lack qualified human resources in agricultural marketing.
The analysis of the external environment indicates that the attractiveness of these
organizations to finance projects by international bodies is one of the most important
opportunities available to NGOs, meanwhile the absence of law that supports the
contractual relationship between the organization and the market is one of the potential
threats that could undermine NGOs activities. The study concludes with some
recommendations to ensure the success of the NGOs in carrying out the role of marketing,
most notably that there is an urgent need to pack interrelated interventions including
capacity-building programs, establish marketing associations, and facilitate access to
information in addition to the provision of credit services to these organizations.
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