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ASSESS THE POTENTIAL RISKS OF ALTERNATIVES TO
SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF WHEAT IN EGYPT

— Shatla, H. S. A. and S. S. A. Abo- Ragab
Dept. of Agric. Economics - Desert Res. Center
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ABSTRACT

Policies of reducing the gap and raising the autarky ratio of wheat in
Egypt have faced many risks; what are these risks? Are the real challenges
for increasing the supply of wheat? To answer these questions, the research
used a descriptive analysis method to assessment seven alternatives of
increasing wheat supply in Egypt and the risks the may face, based on eight
objective basics and criterions. The results show that Egypt depends on a
litle number of countries in the provision of imports of wheat. Thus Egypt
faces an economic and political risk in wheat international trade.
The expected risks for expending the cultivated area of wheat instead of
export, import or self- sufficiency competitive crops aren't consider real
challenges for increasing the supply of wheat in Egypt. Moreover, the local
productions of meat aren't decreasing by the same ratio of reducing berseem
cultivated area. The risks surrounding the use of state for price incentive tool
to increase the wheat supply is the fact that the advertised price in advance
either the lowest price of farm equivalent or higher than the import price of
wheat at the cell, so the government may give an additional premium or
burden an implicit support for farmers respectively.
According to a personal for the redistribution of wheat varieties cultivated in
some governorates in accordance with the average yield for the years 2009
and 2010, wheat average productivity can be increased by 0.84 ardab/
feddan (within a range of 0.1- 4.8 ardab/ feddan). The high reduction of the
ministry of agriculture and its research institute's budgets in recent years,
which affects R&D in considers the most important challenges facing the
vertical expansion of wheat. Finally, the research recommends enhancing
efforts to the vertical and horizontal expansion of wheat crop, more than rely
on the imports to reduce wheat gap. And determine and announce the floor
price of wheat before farming, to encourage the farmers to increase the
cultivated area of wheat. Also, the necessity of raising up the farmers R&D
allowances of the wheat crop, so that increase its production.
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