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THE PRODUCTION, MARKETING, AND COMMUNICATION
PROBLEMS OF FARMERS REGARD TO SOME MAIN CROPS IN
SOME GOVERNORATES OF ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
Ahmed, Marwa E. A. S.

Agric. Extension and Rural Development Res. Institute- Agric. Research
Center

ABSTRACT

This research amid at identifying the production, marketing, and
communication problems facing respondents’ farmers, in addition to measure
the grand weighted mean according to the importance of these problems. This
research was conducted in the biggest four govermnorates of cropping area for
Rice; Cotton; Wheat; and Maize crops cultivated, these govermorates were
Dakahlia; Kafr-El Sheikh; Sharkia; and Menia respectively this production
situation for the four studied crops in the governorates was at time of research
conducting, according to the same cropping area critum two districts were
selected, also one village from each district was selected according to the same
critium.

A random sample of 200 respondents’ farmers drew by a random sample
procedures from the holding records as a sampling frame (universe) for each
crop in studied villages, 50 farmers for each studied crop were randomly
selected. Data were collected in February & March 2012 by a developed
questioner; questioner was fulfiled through face-to-face interview with each
respondent’s farmer. A set of statistical tools were used in presenting and
analyzing the accrued research data.

The main findings and the extracted conclusions were as follows:

1. The results regarding production problems showed that : high price of
chemical agricultural fertilizers problem was came in the first rank in point-view of
Cotton; Wheat; Maize famers; and total respondents farmers with weighted
mean values were equals 2.80; 2.50; 3.00; 2.79 degrees respectively, while this
problem was came in the second rank in point-view of Rice farmers with
weighted mean value was equal 2.84 degree, also high price of chemical
agricultural pesticides problem was came in the second rank in point-view of
Cotton; Wheat famers; and total respondents farmers with weighted mean
values were equals 2.76; 2.48; 2.71 degrees respectively, whereas this problem
& high prize of selected seeds problem were came in the first rank in point-view
of Rice farmers with weighted mean value was equal 2.88 degree, thus the
most important production problems which were suffered by studied crops
fammers related to increasing prices of the inputs for production requirements or it
is not available to be used for studied crops in critical time; as well as were lack
of commitment back to agricultural crops rotation, and some respondents were
refused cultivate the studied crops because lack of return from those studied
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crops, based on were difficulty obtaining loans to fund the services of agricultural
operations.

2. Also the results showed in marketing problems, supply rate was not
announced before planting season this problem ranked first according to Cotton
growers point-view ; and the total respondents faimers with weighted mean
values were equals 2.72, 2.56 degrees respectively, while this problem was
came in the fourth rank in point-view of Rice; and Maize growers and in the third
rank in point-view of wheat growers with weighted mean values were equals
2.58, 2.72, 2.22 degrees respectively, based on traders exploitation & monopoly
when at buying their crops this problem was came in the first rank in point-view
of Wheat; & Rice growers with weighted mean values were equals 2.74, 2.36
degrees respectively, whereas this problem was came in the second rank in
point-view of Cotton growers; and in the third rank in point-view of total
respondents fammers; and in sixth rank in point-view of Maize growers with
weighted mean values were equals 2.50, 2.49, 2.34 degrees respectively, while
the problem of cooperative marketing not found were occupied the first rank in
point-view of Maize growers with weighted mean value was equal to 2.86
degrees, from the mention marketing problems lack of identified the price
before season starting; price volatiting; low selling price; and cooperative
marketing not found were the most important problems .

3. It was also found that farmers iliteracy causing reduced their
communication capabilities & lack of exposure to printed materials or information
communication technology such as expert systems & agricultural sites this
problem was came in the first rank in point-view of Wheat growers; and total
respondents farmers with weighted mean values were equal 2.52, 2.44 degrees
respectively, while the problem of lack of experience extensionsts occupied the
first rank in point-view of Rice growers with weighted mean value was equal to
2.82 degree, whereas the problem of not reaching extension technical
recommendations in appropriate time was came in the first rank in point-view of
Cotton growers with weighted mean value was equal 2.34 degree, and finally
the problems of lack of computer facilitates, farmers usage and exposure to
extension electronic activities (expert systems or agricultural sites and
information communication technology) occupied the first rank in point-view of
Maize growers with weighted mean value was equal 2.85 degree, from the
mention communication problems the high fammers illiteracy level causing their
non abilities to use modem technology, especially in the major studied crop
were the most important communication problems .

4. Finally, the results showed, that the general weighted means of production;
marketing; and communication problems in point-view of Rice growers were the
larger as compared to anther studied crops problems from point-view of their
growers , and the general weighted mean of marketing problems was larger
than the general weighted means of production & communication problems.
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