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THE FACTORS AFFECTING THE ADOPTION OF THE IDEA

OF FEEDING SHEEP AND GOATS ON DATES AND OLIVES

BY-PRODUCTS BY BREEDERS IN SIWA OASIS

El Gamal, M. M. A. * ; M. A. S. El Ghawi** and A. A. El Borie**

* Agric. Extension & Rural Sociology Dept., Fac. Agric., Mans. Univ.

**Agric. Extension Dept., Socio-Economic Studies Division, Desert Res.
Center

ABSTRACT

The research was done to investigate the factors that affect the path of
adopting the idea of feeding sheep and goats on dates and olives by-
products by breeders in Siwa Oasis, the main goal of the research was
realized by means of identifying the personal, social, economic, connecting
and psychological characteristics of respondent breeders, getting to know the
adoption process of the studied improved idea, recognizing the relationship
of their studied characteristics and the continuity of adopting such improved
idea, identifying their viewpoint on some of the features of the improved idea,
finding out the relationship between the characteristics and the continuity of
adopting the idea by respondent breeders and identifying respondent
breeders' viewpoint regarding the most critical problems about feeding sheep
and goats at the study area and their solving suggestions. The field study
was carried out in Siwa Oasis through implementing result demonstration to
disseminate the studied improved idea to sheep and goats breeders at Al
Maraki area which is one of the biggest areas in terms of the number of
sheep and goats breeders who have 10 heads and up. A simple randomized
sample of 50 breeders was taken to disseminate the idea during February
and March, 2010. The actual dissemination of the idea started during April,
2010, after that the path of adopting it continued to follow via conducting
various field trips to the study area until April, 2011. Field data were collected
in a questionnaire form which was prepared and pre-tested in advance.
Some descriptive statistical measures i.e. Replicates, percentage % and x2
were used to analyze the data.

The most important results were as follows: It was shown that 2
respondents with 4% of the total respondents stopped at awareness stage,
48 respondents with 96% continued to the attention stage, whereas 8 ones
with 16% stopped at that stage,¢+ respondents with 80% continued to the
evaluation stage, whereas 8 ones with 16% stopped at that stage, 32
respondents with 64% continued to the experimenting stage, meanwhile 3
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with 6% stopped at that stage, 29 respondents with 58% made it to the post-
experimenting evaluation, whereas 2 with 4% stopped at that stage and 27
respondents with 54% pursued to the final adopting stage of the improved
idea under study. There was a significant relationship between the level of
continuity of adopting the improved idea by respondent breeders and their
studied characteristics at significance level of 0.01which were: age,
agricultural animal possession, experience in breeding sheep and goats,
official social participation, voluntary social involvement, exposure to the
agricultural information sources, attitude toward breeding sheep and goats,
attitude toward agricultural extension, risk readiness and belief in science,
and at significance level of 0.05 which were: education level, profession,
agricultural land possession, tribal leadership, cultural openness, productivity
values, savings values and ambition. There was a significant relationship
between the continuity level of adopting the improved idea at significance
level of 0.01 which were: the time needed to prepare the fodder, fodder cost,
degree of complexity, possibility to remarking, independent practice,
appearance and publicity, possibility of experimenting, compatibility with the
Siwian culture, and at significance level of 0.05 were: the effort done to
prepare the fodder and relative elasticity. Respondents reported 8 critical
problems they faced in feeding sheep and goats in Siwa Oasis and had
some solving suggestions in that regard.
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