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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY FOR
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCHERS

Abdel Haleem, Hanan K. and M. F. El - Gamal
Agric. Extension and Rular Development Inst. ARC

ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the main risks and diseases, as well as
unsafe acts that may encounter agricultural researchers during the job,
identification the degree of fulfilment of safety factors at the workplace, as
well as the degree of its application, and to propose a program of
occupational health and safety for researchers. The Study was conducted in
ARC institutes at the central level, as 5 research institutes were selected:
Plant Pathology Research Institute (PPATHRI), Animal Reproduction
Research Institute (ARRI), Horticulture Research Institute (HRI), Water and
? Research Institute, and Plant Protection Research Institute (PPRI).

Data were collected by personally interviewing for a sample of 158
agricultural researchers (determined using William Cochran equation) using a
questionnaire from Marsh 2012 to June 2012. Frequencies and ratios were
used to present the study results.
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The main results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1-The agricultural researchers respondents are facing varying degrees of risk
during the three stages of their work: office, laboratory and field.

2-The agricultural researchers respondents are exposed to diseases and to
varying degrees during the three stages of their work.

3-Regarding safety factors fulfilment in the workplace, it was usually found
fire extinguishers, soap and disinfectants, and the white coats, rating to
56.3%, 48.1, and 46.2%, respectively.

4-With regard to respondents application of safety factors in the workplace, it
was mainly soap and disinfectants rating to 39.9%, and white coats, and
masks rating to 37.3% each.

5-A program was proposed for Researchers Occupational Safety and Health.
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