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THE ATTITUDES TOWARD FARMING AMONG STUDENTS
OF THE FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE

Abd-Ella, M. M. and M. F. Ebad-Allah

Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture — Tanta
University.

ABSTRACT

Attitudes are formed through life experience, and help in guiding
human behavior, and as such cause human behavior to be predictable. This
paper was conducted to identify the levels of student’s attitude toward
farming, as well as, to identify the components of that attitude. To achieve
these objectives, a purposive sample of 172 students who attended summer
training at the Department of Agricultural Economics in 2013 was chosen. A
structured interview schedule was prepared. A group interview technique was
used to gather the data. Frequencies, valid percentages and Principle
Component Analysis (PCA) with Oblimin Rotation were calculated. Results
showed that more than half of the students hold a positive attitude toward
farming. The oblimin rotation yielded three component factors. Those
components could be labeled as: attitude toward farming as a career, attitude
toward suitability of farming for educated youth, and the attitude toward the
limited role of farming in the labor market. There was a low negative
correlation between the attitude toward suitability of farming for educated
youth and the attitude toward the limited role of farming in the labor market. It
was recommended that the three identified components should be taking into
account in the educational programs at the college of agriculture, with a focus
on the role of the farming in the labor market.

Keywords:Attitudes of Students, Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), Faculty
of Agriculture-Tanta University, Farming.
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