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PROBLEMS OF DISCONTINUANCE OF FARMERS IN
CULTIVATING SUNFLOWER IN SOME VILLAGES OF ABO
EL-MATAMIR AND HOSHEISA DISTRICTS, BEHIRA

Asmaa H. Shalaby and M. E. Naeem
Agric. Extension Ext. and Rural Dev. Res. Inst., ARC

ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to study the problems cause
discontinuance of farmers in cultivating sunflower in some villages of Abo El-Matamir
and Hosheisa district, Behira governorate, through achievement the following specific
objectives: identify the relative importance of the problems from the farmers
respondents point of view, and their suggestions to overcome it, and the main
problems from the soil crop specialists point of view, and their suggestions to
overcome it.

A well prepared and pretestered questionnaire was used to collect data of this
research through personal interviews from random sample amounted 154 farmers
respondents in Komelfarag and Abokhatib and El-Yasinia villages from Abo El-
Matamir district and in Hosheisa, and Kardod and El-Karnin from Hosheisa district,
Behira governorate and collect data from all oil crop specialists amounted 19
specialists in all districts, Behira governorate.

Frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and weight
means were used to analyze data.

The most important results were as follows:

o Approximately half of respondents had high knowledge level of the problems.

e The relative importance of the problems from the farmers respondents point of view
are:

1- Problems related to oil factories (2.68) degree.

2- Problems related to productivity (2.16) degree.

3- Problems related to marketing (2.13) degree.

4- Problems related to diseases and insects (2.02) degree.

5- Problems related to extension (1.91) degree.

6- Problems related to farmers (1.77) degree

e The farmers respondents’ suggestions to overcome the problems were: the
agricultural cooperatives will play a facilitator role in contract between factory and
farmers, availability a good varieties of seeds, contract before the season, and
increasing selling prices of sunflower crop.

e The main problems from the view point of oil crops specialists were: unavailability a
good varieties of seeds, decreasing the productivity per feddan, difficulty of
marketing of the crop, and insufficient the number of qualified extension agents.

e Suggestions of oil crop specialists to overcome the problems from their point of
view were: availability a good quality of seeds, availability the production inputs, and
contract to marketing the sunflower crop.
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