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LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS IN
THE NEW VALLEY (OPPORTUNITIES- CHALLENGES)

Hala A. Yousry and A.A. Refae
Desert Researsh Center

ABSTRACT

New Valley Governorate belongs to desert Governorates and suffers from
multiple and complex environmental challenges, such as: the challenges associated
with desertification, drought and lack of water resources. New comers’ farmers are
using the same ways of irrigation and agriculture in the desert areas as they did in the
valley, which led to decrease in production and productivity despite there are many
available opportunities. The study aimed at: V. identify the most important symptoms
of the environmental challenges in the New Valley from the respondents’ point of view
2. ldentify the most important opportunities for sustainable environmental
development from the respondents’ point of view.

This study is one of the descriptive studies that were performed on a sample of
52 farmers representing 43.3% of the total sample and a number of 68 non-famers
representing 56.7% of the total sample who have direct or indirect relationship with
natural resources. The study took place In the New Valley Governorate, during June
2013.

Beside the environmental challenges facing the New Valley Governorate, the
people of the old valley moved to work in desert areas, without preparation to deal
with a new environment with different characteristics which had negative impacts and
more environmental challenges were appeared. Challenges facing the farmers are:
lack of water, the increase of Iron element in wells water, poor financing for
modernization of irrigation, the weakness of agricultural extension and lack of access
of scientific research outputs. Fewer windbreaks are planted where farmers need to
protect their farms and other resources.

The most important opportunities are: the desire of the farmers themselves to
develop the irrigation systems, the urgent need to invest in water unit, and the
existence of scientific research centers to help achieve sustainable development.
Sufficient number of extension workers to carry out awareness and guiding role in the
field of protection of natural resources. In addition to the existence of cooperatives
and institutional entities linked closely linked with farmers and could lead the re-
development of decentralized rural areas and community participation process, in a
sustainable manner. So, respondents' proposals can sketch an image to the
appropriate interventions that the state can perform towards suitable reform for
challenging issues economically, socially and environmentally facing the region.
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