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SOCIAL [IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE ETHIOPIAN
RENAISSANCE DAM ON THE EGYPTIAN RURAL AREAS

Bedir, U.; Magda K. and S. EI-Ghamrini
Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Research Institute,
Agricultural Research Center.

ABSTRACT

The main objectives of the research were: to identify some expected socio-
economic impacts of the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Egyptian rural areas as
perceived by some Egyptian experts (the research participants), and to identify the
research participants suggestions for adaptation with those expected impacts.

The research is considered a social impact assessment type. The research
was conducted during the period January-August, 2015 at the level of some
specialized research centers and universities located geographically in Greater Cairo.
Those specialized research centers and universities were intentionally selected. They
encompassed Water Research National Center, Agricultural Research Center, Desert
Research Center, Faculty of Agriculture (Cairo University), and Faculty of Agriculture
(Al-Azhar University). A simple random sample encompassed 100 experts was drawn
from a population size of 849 experts. The research data were collected during the
period June-July, 2015. A Pretested written questionnaire was used in collecting the
research data. Frequency tables, percentage, arithmetic mean, and range were used
in analyzing the obtained research data.

The main research findings were as the following:

(1) The two top items of socio-economic impact assessment, in accordance with the
arithmetic mean (2.60), were annual shortage of water, excessive food prices,
and followed by rapid increase in immigration from rural to urban areas

(2) 82% of the research participants confirmed the mentioned expected socio-
economic impacts of the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.

(3) The research participants suggested 40 items for adaptation with some expected
socio-economic impacts of the Dam.

Some suggestions, derived from the obtained research findings, were
formulated as recommendations to be raised to the official Egyptian policymakers.
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