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An Economic Study of the Sugar Beet Crop in Egypt (Case Study of the Province of Minya)
Walaa M. Mohammed
Department of Agricultural Economics , Faculty of Agriculture, South Valley University

ABSTRACT

Increased productivity and economic efficiency of the resources available to avoid the economic losses in the
use of these resources and redirect resources to alternative agricultural uses that give the greatest return and thereby
reduce the cost of production which increases the ability of agricultural products to compete in foreign markets.
Generally, the research aimed to study the productivity and economic efficiency of the resources used in the
production of sugar beet crop. It turns out, the average of annual area of cultivated sugar beet crop in Egypt
amounted to about 408.780 feddans during the period (1995-2014). It is clear that, the average of annual
productivity per feddan and total production of sugar beet crop amounted to 20.20 tons, 4533.61 tons, respectively.
By current, the average total annual cost, total revenue net feddan yield and farm prices reached around 2225.90,
3913.20, 1678.31, 189.21. But in real terms, the prices reached 814.34, 1356.18, 531.96, 67.91 pounds, respectively.
On the other hand, the profitability per spent pound in the season, the proportion of total revenue to total costs and
profitability per output ton of the sugar beet crop were about, 0.66, 1.67, 80.60 pounds during the period (1995-
2014), respectively. Also, the economic efficiency of the sugar beet crop in the studied sample at Minia Governorate
has been studied. This sample was divided into three possessory categories, and in which we dealt with some of the
economic criteria for the production of sugar beet at level of possessory categories such as, average production per
feddan, price farm, variable costs, total costs, total revenue, the cost of production per ton, the proportion of the cost
of production per ton to the price, the proportion of total revenue to variable costs, the proportion of total revenue to
total costs, net feddan yield, return on every invested pound for the three possessory categories. Also the statistical
estimation of production functions and costs the most important productivity problems of sugar beet crop in the
research sample in Minia Governorate was studied. Based on the above results we can recommends the following: 1.
Work on increasing productivity per feddan in sugar crops through the use of modern technological means in all
stages of production and implementation of the recommendations of the agricultural extension services and national
campaigns for the promotion of sugar crops. 2. Encourage research centers in the development of high productivity
and high sugar crops varieties. The new varieties must be bear lack of water and suitable for agriculture in various
lands. 3. Educate farmers how not extravagant in the use of various production elements such as seeds, fertilizers as
well as automated labor and general expenses in order to achieve economic efficiency because the rational use of
these elements increases the net farm income. 4. For the some problems such as high prices of fertilizers and of
wages of human labor, the difficulty in obtaining loans from the development & agricultural credit bank, low levels
of irrigation water and low prices of the crop. The final recommend is the need to establish cooperation between the
authorities responsible for these problems, especially the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of water
resources & irrigation, Agricultural Extension, the development & agricultural credit bank, council of sugar crops
and sugar company at Abokerkas where it can overcome most of these problems.
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