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A Social Study to Measure Women's Awareness of Reproductive Health Importance for Some
Villages at New Valley Governorate

Entsar A. H. Ali
Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify some personal characteristics of the respondents and to determine the level of
reproductive health dimensions in the study area. It aimed also to determine the relationship between the level of
reproductive health dimensions and all the studied independent variables. In addition to identify the most important
problems that face the respondents in their reproductive consciousness and their suggestions to overcome them.
Field data were collected by using a questionnaire during personal interviews with a random sample of Bedouin
women visiting the family planning centers at Alkharga Province, New Valley Governorate. The sample consisted
of 370 women. The analysis and data presentation have used percentages, frequencies, simple correlation
coefficient, step-wise relational analysis and chi’. The results of the study can be summarized as follows:- Almost
half of the sample (48.7%) are in the age group (15-25 years old), while more than a quarter of the sample are in the
age group (26-40 years old). It showed also that (46%) of the respondents are working in a governmental job. It
displayed that more than half of the sample (59.4%) are married and have children.- The results indicated that the
prevailing social values play a medium role in shaping reproductive health awareness for almost half of respondents
(46%).- The level of awareness of reproductive health dimensions is average for nearly half of the sample (47%).-
The major problems facing the respondents are: the husband's desire for sons (97%), the misconceptions that family
planning is impermissible (91.9%), the lack of hospital nurseries (83.8%), the limited number of female physicians
in Obstetrics and Gynecology in all health units (81%). The most significant suggestions: the community must
spread the concepts of reproductive health awareness, through schools and universities. This will help in
establishing healthy families (socially and medically). Some other suggestions are to pay attention to women's
education, to increase the number of health units that take care of women and children in the villages, and to provide
a rewarding financial income for the doctors working within the Governorate. Another suggestion is to integrate
population education topics within medical, economic and social programmes and projects, such as the culture of
prior marriage medical examination, and the importance of maternal, child health as well as the family and the entire
society.
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