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Social Alienation and its Relationship to the Development of Bedouin Communities in
Halaib, Shalatin and Abu Ramad Triangle

Entsar A. H. Ali
Department of Social Studies - Economic and Social Division - Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The study identified some personal characteristics of the sample in addition to the level of alienation for
immigrants. It also determined the level of alienation dimensions that have been studied. The study highlighted the
most important negative effects arising from the alienation feeling among new immigrants at the study area. Field
data were collected using a questionnaire by interviewing a random sample of immigrants 280 persons (208 from
Shalatin, 63 from Abu Ramad and 9 from Halaib). Percentages, repetitions, simple correlation coefficient, stepwise
correlation and Ka? test were used in analyzing and presenting the data. The most important results of the study may
be summarized as follows: *The results indicate that about 65% of the total sample, are in the age group (16-35
years) *The results show that 65% of the total sample, are working in commerce.* The results indicate that 67% of
the total sample, have strong family cohesion.* The results point out that 47.5% of the total sample, have high level
of alienation. *It is clear from the results that the level of alienation is high in all dimensions. The most significant
negative effects of alienation are as follows: Low productivity, unwillingness to participate in the society,
incompatibility in the society, the sense of insecurity, poor sense of belonging, and withdrawal from political
participation with the percentages (85%, 72%, 68%, 58%, 50%, 49%) respectively. The most important suggestions:
The local community must accommodate immigrants. It must also work on raising the awareness of the importance
of the newcomers. They emigrated to help at work, not to replace the local residents of the area. The community
must try to eliminate the feeling of alienation among immigrants and try to find common activities between native
residents and newcomers. These activities will have an important mission in merging the immigrants in the local
community to help in development and to strengthen the feeling of belonging and loyalty towards the community.
They also must participate in development processes and share their opinions on development programs. Marriage
between the immigrants and the local residents can be considered a way of merging them into their new society.
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