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Determinants of Egyptian Strawberry Export Competitive Ability in Main World Markets
Eman Salem El-Batran
Researcher, Agricultural Economics Research Institute

ABSTRACT

Strawberry is considered one of the export crops that may have promising future potentials. Average exports volume
amounted to 25.11 thousand tons worth US$ 31.91 million over the period 2000-2014. Results showed that strawberry exports
represented a small percent of the produced quantity, where it accounted for only 7.6% over the study period. Revealed
Comparative Advantage reached less than unity over the period 2000-2005, indicating that Egypt had a comparative disadvantage
during that period. But from 2006 to 2013, Revealed Comparative Advantage exceeded unity, indicating that Egypt has a
revealed comparative advantage in the product, which means that it is one of the promising export crops for Egypt. In general, it
was found that the value of Revealed Comparative Advantage Index followed an increasing trend, estimated at 2.33 on average
over the study period 2000-2014.Results of measuring the relative price indicator showed that Egypt has a competitive advantage
over USA in KSA and UAE markets. As regards the UK market, results showed that Egypt has a competitive advantage over the
Netherlands, but has a competitive disadvantage compared to Spain and Belgium. As for the Belgian market, results showed that
Egypt has a competitive disadvantage compared to the Netherlands and Spain.Measuring the market share of Egyptian strawberry
showed high shares of the KSA and UAE markets, where it reached 73.4% and 41.4%, respectively. Market penetration
amounted to 0.73 and 0.42 for the two markets, respectively. As regards the EU market, which is considered the largest import
market at the level of the world, Egypt’s share declined, indicating weak penetration of Egyptian strawberry to EU markets,
which means that chances still exist for Egyptian strawberry to meet the needs of such markets.The achieved results indicated
weak competitive position for Egyptian strawberry exports at the UK market compared to all other competing countries (Spain,
Netherlands, Belgium, and Portugal). Performance efficiency of export operations proved statistically significant for all the
competing countries. However, relative price and the ability to meet export requirements did not prove statistically significant for
all the competing countries.Results also showed that Egyptian strawberry exports have a weak competitive ability in the Belgian
market compared to all the other competing countries (Spain, Netherlands, France, Poland, and Israel). Performance efficiency of
export operations proved statistically significant for all the competing countries. However, relative price and the ability to meet
export requirements did not prove statistically significant for the competing countries, except Spain, for which the relative price
indicator proved statistically significant.The research recommended targeting stability of local production by increasing areas
planted with export varieties in order to improve the ability to meet export requirements, especially for Belgium, in addition to
considering export prices of the competing countries, especially in the EU markets in which Egypt have low market shares and
low market penetration rates. It also necessary to improve the performance efficiency of export operations by establishing highly
efficient institutions to study foreign markets and assess their demand for strawberry in terms of quantity, quality, and export
time.
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