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ABSTRACT

The freshwater fisheries (Nile River and its branches) in Egypt are the most important in the life of the
Egyptians as well as being one of the Egyptian fishery resources, which represent 11.1% of the total fish
production (about 1.3% of the total area of Egyptian fisheries during 2015. However, they are suffering from
the relative decline in fish production, due to the lack of optimal exploitation of the economic components and
weak investment issues, which affect fish production rates. The results showed that fish production was
characterized by fluctuation, which reached a maximum of 120.8 thousand tons during 2002, while the lowest
production was estimated at 66.1 thousand tons rate during 2014. These fisheries constitute an important
source of population at the middle delta and the Nile Valley in reliance on fresh fish consumption. This relative
decrease in the value of production may be due to the lack in the quantity of fries and fingerlings used in the
development of water bodies in previous years. As regards fishing vessels of the second grade, the total vessels
recorded 2000, most of them third class boats, was a continuous decline, estimated at approximately 9.5
thousand during 2014. Concerning study the relative importance of the fish species, tilapia fish was ranked
first with an average production of 26.6 thousand tons, the second, catfish and carp fish were 16.1 and 15.8
thousand tons, respectively, at 18%, while the production of fish was about 965 tons during 2012. With regard
to fish production regions, it was found that the Delta region ranked first with an average fish production of
35.7 thousand tons per year, followed by the Nile Valley region with an average of 25.6 thousand tons and the
third was Aswan with an average of 11.9 thousand tons. The current study recommends to develop of
freshwater fisheries (Nile River) and to improve its efficiency, the effort and time of fishing should be
organized as well as reduce the risks of environmental pollution and increase the counts of fries in the River
Nile.
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