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ABSTRACT

This experiment was performed to asses response of muscovy ducklings (0-
13 weeks of age) to low protein diets supplemented with lysine and methionine. The
corn — soybean meal based experimental diets contained two levels of crude protein
were supplemented with lysine and methionine .The influnce of supplemental aminc
acids was studied within each protein level.

The results showed that Muscovy ducklings received low protein(20%) diet
with high lysine (1.20%) and 0.83% methionine+ cystine, had significantly (P< 0.05)
the highest value of average live body weight (876.60 g) during the starting period (0-
4 w.k). However, during the finishing and the total period ducklings fed on diet
contained high protein diet with low lysine and low methionine+cystine, had a highly
significant (P < 0.01) increase in body weight, weight gain and improved the feed
conversion values. Higher percentage of feather, giblets were recorded in group fed
on a diet contained low protein with low lysine and high methionine+cystine%.
However, higher percentage of carcass (72.41) was recorded for group fed high
protein with low lysine and high methionine+cystine%. The lowest feed cost/kg. gain
was (62.50%) recorded by group fed high protein with low lysine and low
methionine+cystine levels. It could be recommended in the diet 22% protein, 1.10%
lysine and 0.83% methionine+cystine during the starting period (0-5 wk.) followed by
diet contained 18% protein, 0.80% lysine and 0.70% methionine+cystine, during the
finishing peried (5-13 wk.) of age.
Keywords: Ducklings, protein, lysine and methionine.

INTRDUCTION

The protein cost is considered mainly the most expensive item in
ducks production. Animal protein sources expensive as compared to plant
protein sources, but; plant protein are nutritionally imbalanced, therefore
some of essential amino acids should be supplemented. Methionine and
lysine are generally the first and second limiting amino acids in corn-soybean
diets (D'Mello, 1994) and protein requirement may be reduced in comn-
soybean meal-type diets by supplementation with methionine and lysine
(Waibel et al, 1985). So, using the optimum level of crude protein and
supplementing corn soybean diets with the essential amino acids would
cause an increase in the net profit.

The present work aimed to study the response of muscovy ducklings
to low protein diets supplemented with lysine and methionine.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The experimental work of the present study was carried out at Ras
Suder Research Station (Desert Research Center) in southern Sinai
Governorate. The field work started on 3™ September 2003 and terminated
13 weeks later.

Three hundred and twenty Muscovy ducks of genotype ST;. were
randomly divided into eight experimental groups, equal in number (40 each).
Each group was allocated to replicates (20 each), in a factorial desigen 2 x 2x
2, which contained two dietary protein levels; P1 (22 and 18%), P2 (20 and
16%) during the starting and finishing period, respectively. Within each
protein level; ducklings were divided into two sub-groups that fed on diets
contained two lysine levels, Lys1 (1.20 and 1.05%) or Lys2 (1.10 and 0.90%)
during the starting and finishing period, respectively. Within each lysine
groups; ducklings were divided into two sub-group which contained two levels
of total sulfur amino acids, TSAA.1 (0.93 and 0.80%), or TSAA..2 (0.83 and
0.70%) during the starting and finishing period, respectively. The xperimental
design of the experiment are presented in table 1, while the composition of
the experimental diets during the starting and finishing periods are presented
in table 2.

Table (1): Experimental design

Treatment Prciein Lol N?th' - 0 LFin_ishe;A thiom:
rotein Lysine Methionine+cystine o sine Methionine
Group o o, % Protein % y% +cystine%
1 7] 1.20 _[ 0.e3 .80
2 .. 22 { 0.83 4 1.05 .70
3 1.10 0.93 18 { .80
4 J {0,83 0.80 .70
5 N 1.20 _{:0.93 Q.80
6 | 20 { 0.83 . 1.05 .70
7 110 0.93 . 16 { r0.80
8 = 0.83 ° 0890 “Lo70

Feed and water were offered ad libitum during the whole
experimental period. Individual bird weights and feed consumption were
recorded at different intervals. Feed conversion was calculated as g feed/g
gain. At the end of the experimental period, 8 ducks (4 males and 4 females)
were randomly from each group, fasted for 12 hours, then slaughtered to
estimate the dressing weight percentage as well as the other carcass traits
relatively to the live body weight. ;

Statistical analysis was carried out according to Snedecor and Cochoran
(1982). The statistical model which used in the analysis was:

Y,Jm =U+PR+ Lj + M, + PL,, + PM + LMJK ¥ PLMijk + €jju
Where:
Yii = An observation,
U = the overall mean,
P, = the protein level in the diets (i= 1 and 2),
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L = the lysine level in the diets (j = 1 and 2),

My = the methionine level in the diets (K =1 and 2), )

PLy = the interaction between protein level and lysine level (ij =.1 2,0t
PM, = the interaction between protein level and methionine level

(ik=1,2,...,4) LM = the interaction between lysine level and methionine level.
PLMjx =the interaction between protein, lysine level and methionine level
(k=12,...4),
Eijk1 = Random error.

Duncan’s new multiple range test (Duncan, 1955) was used to
detected the significance between means.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Live Body Weight (BW) -

The effects of dietary treatments on body weight are illustrated in
Table 3. At 3 weeks of age, Ducklings fed diets contained P2 (20%) with
Lys.2 (1.10%) and TSAA.1 (0.93%) had significantly (P<0.05) the heaviest
body weight (522.10 g). At 4 weeks of age, ducklings fed diet P2 (20%), Lys.1
(1.20%) and TSAA.2 (0.83%) had significantly (P<0.05) the heaviest body
weight (876.60g); however, at 9 and 13 weeks of age; ducklings fed on diet
contained P1 (18%), L2 (0.90%) and TSAA2 (0.70%) had significantly (F <
0.01) the heaviest body weight meanwhile; the lowest body weight was
recorded by group fed on diet obtained P1 (18%) , lys1 ( 1.05%) and
TSAA1(0.80%). This may due to that free amino acid supplements are
absorbed more rapidly than protein-bound amino acids resulting in an
imbalanced supply of amino acids. imbalanced diets depressed feed intake
followed by a retardation of growth. Similar results were obtained by Wang et
al. (2004) who found that methionine supplementation of diets meat ducks,
significantly improved body weight at 21 days of age. Also, Leclercq and De.
Carville (1989) observed that live body weight of male muscovy ducklings
from 8 to 12 weeks of age improved as the protein level increased from 15 to
17%.

Body Weight Gain

Ducklings fed on diet contained P1(20%) with Lys2 (1.10%) and
TSAA.1 (0.93%) had significantly (P < 0.01) the highest weight gain (473.42
g) during the period 0-3 weeks of age. However, there were no significant
differences between treatments during the periods 0-4 and 0-5 weeks of age.
During the per.ods; 5-9 and 9-13 weeks of age; ducklings received P1 (18%)
with Lys; (0.90%) and TSAA2 (0.70%) showed a significant (P< 0.01)
increase in weight gain, being (839.1g). Ducklings fed on P1 with Lys, and
TSAA; during the whole experiment had significantly (P < 0.01) the highest
value of weight gain, followed by group fed p;, Lys; and TsAA2 while the
lowest value of weight gain was recorded by group fed diet contained p-, Lys
; and TSAA,.(Table 4).
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Similar results were obtained by Lai-Mingkueipolasek et al. (2003) who
found that the highest weight gain of Peking ducks was obtained when they fed
on low protein diets supplemented with lysine and methionine during the period
from 0 to 3 weeks of age. Also, Leeson et al. (1982) reported that 18% curde
protein during the finishing period was adequate for maximum weight gain of
ducks.

Feed Conversion ratio (g feed/g gain)

Statistical analysis showed that feed conversion of ducklings was
significantly (P < 0.01) better (1.34) when the diet contained P2 (20%) with
Lys2 (1.10) and TSAA1 (0.93%) during the period 0-3 weeks of age.
However, feed conversion of ducklings fed on diets contained P1 with Lys2
and TSAA2 was significantly (P< 0.01) the best (3.13) as compared to the
other treatments during the whole experimental period (0-13 wk.) as shown in
Table 5. Similar results were obtained by leclercq and De-carville (188¢) who
found an improvement in feed conversion of male Muscovy ducklings fed on
a diet contained 17% as compared to those fed on 13% crude protein during
the finishing period. Ibrahim (2004) showed that feed conversion of Muscovy
ducklings was improved when diet contained low methionine (0.60%) level as
compared with high methionine level (0.70%; during the finishing period.

Protein efficiency ratio (PER)

Data reflecting the average PER values are shown in Table (6). The
PER values of ducklings was increased (2.13) significantly (P < 0.05) when
ducklings fed on a diet contained P2 with Lys2 and TSAA2 during the period
form 0 to 4 weeks of age. However, TSAA1 (0.93%) had improved
significantly (p< 0.01) the PER of ducklings during the period O to 5 weeks of
age. During the periods 5-9, 9-13 and 0-13 weeks of age, ducklings fed on
diets contained P2 (16%) with Lys2 and TSAA2 had significantly (P< 0.01)
the highest PER as compared to the other treatments group, it may reflect the
. effects of amino acids imbalances which reduced the efficiency of protein
utilization, (D'Mello. 1994).Similar results were obtained by Sonbol, et al.,
(2001). Who reported that ducklings fed lower protein diets during the starting
and finishing periods had significantly higher PER.

Sonbol and Habeeb (1991) showed that PER was impoved when
broiler diet supplemented with 0.10% mehionine.

Carcass traits

Results in Table 7 showed that higher significant (P< 0.05) blocd
percentage was recorded for ducklings that fed on a diet contained P2 with
Lyst and TSAA2 .The highest significant (p< 0.01) reather and giblets
percentage was recorded for ducklings fed on a diet contained P2 with Lys2
and TSAA1. However, ducklings fed on diets contained P1 with Lys2 and
TSAA1 had significantly (p< 0.05) the highest carcass percentage being
72.41. Similar results were obtained by Dean (1977) who reported that
adding methionine to a corn-soya based diet, impoved feathering of pekin
ducks during the finishing period. Mazanowski et al. (1991). showed that
increasing the protein level form 13 to 16% improved the carcass quality of
ducks.
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Feed cost

It could be concluded from Table (8) that highest feed cost "LE"/ kg
gain during the experimental period was recorded by group fed P1 with Lys1
and TSAA1, while, the lowest feed cost/kg gain was recorded by group fed
P1 with Lys2 and TSAAZ2. Similar results were obtained by Torkia (2002)
who reported that feed cost significantly increased in hens fed a diet
contained high protein level with higher lysine and methioine supplementation
as compared to hens feed a diet contained high protein level with the lowest
level of methioine and lysine. Rukmangadhan, et al. (1990) found that for
optimal costs of Khalki Campbell ducks; diets must containe 22 and 18%
crude protein in the starting and finishing period, respectively.

Table(8):Effects of protein lysine and TSAA. levels on feed cost/ kg gain

Treatments group | Feed cost /kg. gain %

1 L 1.87 i 100

2 ! 1.22 | 88.89

3 \ 1.06 77.89

4 | 0.85 62.50 |
5 | 0.95 i 65.86 |
6 1.03 | 75.52 i
7 148 | 84.31 1
8 0.88 | 64 67
Conclusion

It could be concluded that; feeding Muscouy ducklings on diet
contained low protein level (20%) supplemented with 0.10 % of methionine
was sufficient to obtaine maximume growth during the period 0-4 weeks of
age .At the5" week of age feeding Muscouy ducklings on diet contained 22%
protein, 1.10% lysine and 0.83% TSAA. followed by 18% protein, 0.90%
lysine and 0.70 TSAA. during the finishing period (5-13 wk.), improved body
weight, weight gain and feed efficiency.
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