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ABSTRACT

Egypt witnessed during the last two decades, many changes in the
agricultural economic policies , and adopted the economic liberalization
policy in Egyptian agriculture since 1987, and followed by four plans for
economic and social development till 2007, resulting in a noticeable
change in some important economic variables such as price levels and
consumption levels of food categories , the aim of this research aims at
studying the impact of these development plans on price levels and
consumption of major food groups and the main commodities. The
research depends on secondary data for the period from 1982 to 2007.

The statistical analysis includes the arithmetic mean and the growth
rate for each of the wholesale prices indices, rural , urban cost of living
indices, the self-sufficiency rate and per capita consumption. The most
important results indicated the upward trend of prices in general during
the five-year plans for both the wholesale prices, as well as, cost of living in
the rural and urban areas. The impact of economic reform, was best for the
rural areas than in urban areas for cost living. It also showed the stability
of prices of food groups in the fourth and fifth five-year plans (96/97-
2006/2007), except for Qils, Fats and Vegetables in urban areas only, and
Fruits in the rural and urban areas, which was characterized by inflation
in prices beyond the general level of inflation in the Egyptian market.

For the evolution of self-sufficiency ratio in most important goods
found an increase in the fifth five-year plan for most commodities except
Beans and Lentils. There is an improvement in the average per capita for
all the food categories after the application of economic reform policies in
general, and during the fifth five-year plan, in particularly, exception the
Dairy products, Fruits, Oils and Fats which reached a maximum in the
fourth plan, then an average per capita declined during the fifth five year
plan. the average per capita for each food group increased than that
recommended internationally, the large increase for cereals and starches
may explain that much of it destined for animal feed.

Keywords: Economic development plans, price levels, consumption of
food commodities.



