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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the trends of doctoral education as regards
changes, challenges, and global models as well as to present a different view
of the doctoral education patterns in light of the global models of doctoral
education, its trends and challenges. The study used the descriptive
approach and the questionnaire was used as a tool to identify the challenges
of doctoral education from the point of view of 550 faculty members. The
findings of the study include the following. The doctoral education trends
reflect “the rapid growth of doctoral enrollment, the increasing similarities
between doctoral education models, the increase in the social demands for
the knowledge industry, the increasing popularity of the competence-based
approach,” the challenges of doctoral education were observed in ‘“the
perceptual gap between professors and students in determining the purpose
of doctoral education, the decline in the market value of doctoral degree
holders, the gap between theoretical thought and practical reality, ensuring
the quality of doctoral education and achieving efficiency and
accountability, and financing doctoral students.”. The study proposed a
vision for doctoral education aiming to achieve a qualitative leap in
doctoral education as regards preparing the next generation of university
professors, preparing professional workers in the knowledge society to
work outside academia, and creating and boosting broader links between
universities and different sectors of society to increase the employability of
doctoral graduates, increasing the market value of the doctoral degree,
reducing the gap between the increasing number of doctoral degree holders
and the still growth of academic systems, encouraging co-financing, internal
training, transferable skills training, paying attention to the
multidisciplinary approach towards the real world, and finding solutions to
practical problems.

KEYWORDS: Doctoral Education, Restructuring Doctoral Programs,

Knowledge Society, Knowledge Economy
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Data sources: (1) UNESCO doctoral graduates each in 2000, 2005, 2010, and
2015 are at http://data.uis.unesc o.org/, (2) the data for Italy and the UK are
from OECD statistics in 2016 (Educational Attainment and Labor Force Status)
at https ://doi.org/10.1787/889e8 641—en.
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Data Sources: (1) Female doctorate graduates from UNESCO, and foreign doctoral
enrollment from OECD, 2y US data are the share of temporary visa holders among the
doctoral degree recipients in 2015 (data source: doctorate recipients from US Universities:
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