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A Suggested Science Curriculum Based on Life Centered Education for Educable
Mentally Disabled Students at Vocational Stage and its Effectiveness in Developing

their Scientific Terms and Enhancing Body Image

ABSTRACT

Humanitarian Laws grant every child right for sound education, thus Life
Centered Curriculum were proposed by the Council for Exceptional Children
(CEC) in 2012. These are a group of educational resources and evaluation tools
to evaluate and fulfil transitional requirements for adult mentally disabled
Students who are prepared to leave school and introduce them real life. Hence, it
encompasses three main domains; Life skills and self-determination,
communication skills and functional skills. Science curricula is an opportunity to
engage with the students’ everyday life as it discusses natural phenomena and
situations which makes developing and improving science curricula for mentally
disabled students vital. Therefore, the current study suggests a science
curriculum based on Life Centered Education for learnable mentally disabled
students at vocational stage and its traces its effectiveness in developing their
scientific terms and enhancing image of the body. For achieving this aim the
researcher prepared the following tools: a list of criteria for developing life
centered education curriculum for learnable mentally disabled students, a list of
general standards for mentally disabled students ,a list for scientific terms that
should be presented through the curriculum, the curriculum outline then
developed the human body unit as a sample unit of the suggested curriculum ,and
then developed a test for scientific terms and body image scale. The researcher
applied the suggested unit and the measurements tools over the research sample.
The study results show the following:

— There is a statistically significant difference between the means of the
mental disabled students’ grades of the post and pre application of the
scientific terms test in favor of the post application in general as well as in
components.

— There is a statistically significant difference between the means of the
mental disabled students’ grades of the post and pre application of the
body image test in favor of the post application in general as well as in all
its components.

- The suggested unit proved effectiveness in developing scientific terms and
improving the image of body

KEYWORDS: Science curricula — Educable Mentally Disabled Students-
vocational stage - Life Centered Education -scientific terms - body image
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