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SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT
TO ESTABLISH AN INTEGRATED FARM MODEL
OF MARINE ALGAE CULTIVATION

Randa Y.M. Yahia
Social Studies Dept., Socio-Eco. Studies Division, Desert Res. Cent., Cairo, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to assess the social impact for a project, establishing an
integrated farm model for the production of milk and meat from the cultivation of marine
algae, to raise the levels of living, food, economic and social in the communities inhabiting
coastal areas and newly reclaimed areas. The project was implemented in the village (3) in
Sahel Al-Tina area in the Sinai Peninsula through Research Desert Centre (RDC) in
cooperation with the International Centre for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), Egyptian
Company for Algae Technology (ECAT) and Systel Telecom (ST). The assessment was done
through achieving the following objectives: 1) Identifying the project's activities, and the
extent of utilizationfrom those activities. 2) Knowing on the level the achievement of project
through the studied social indicators. 3) Studying the relationship between the studied
variables and the degree of utilization the respondents from the project's activities. Finally 4)
Knowing the important societal problems facing the beneficiaries in the village and the extent
of the project's contribution for solving them, as well as the important proposals to overcome
them. The data was collected duringthe period of February and March 2021 by means of a
personal interview using the questionnaire, and it was done on a sample of 50 farmers,
representing 25% of the total beneficiaries of the project in the village (3). The social
assessment of the study depended on the indicators of the Egyptian Village Building and
Development Authority (EVBDA), and Fankly's indicators of social impacts of development
projects. The important results were as follows: 1) The high level of utilization from the
project's activities in the field of animal and poultry production. 2) The indicator of
acceptance and continuity of project services reached the highest degree, followed by the
indicator of managing natural resources, then the indicator of empowering the rural women to
contribute to the project in the last stage and 3) finally, the most important problems faced by
the project workers: the imbalance absence in the distribution of activities to the components
of the project, and the Predominance of some components over others, and the financial
expenses, which may hinder the sustainability of the project. Form other hand, the lack and
limitation of basic services as agricultural extension services provided for farmers. The
project contributed to overcoming many of them. Finally, the study concluded to some
proposals to overcome the problems facing the respondents to achieve the sustainability of the
project, such as: the necessity of urging for establishment of centers for the cultivation of
marine algae and its use as an economic crop in agricultural production (plant and animal),
fish, medicinal, cosmetics and biofuel.

Key words: Social assessment, developmental projects, marine algae.
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