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ATTITUDES OF AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION OFFICERS TOWARDS
THE USE OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION IN
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION

Sanaa M. Sleem', Magda A. Abd Al-Aal®, T.M. Al-Fishawi® and M.I. Al-Khouly?
1. Agric.Ext.and Rural Dev.Res.Inst., Agri.Res.Cent., Egypt
2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This research mainly aimed to study the trends of agricultural extension
agants towards the use of electronic communication in agricultural extension. To achieve this
goal, the following sub-research objectives were formulated: Identify some general
characteristics of the respondents and the devices that the interviewed extension workers use
in obtaining their information, and on the sites used by the extension agants. To obtain
information, and on the reasons for using electronic means of communication Identify their
attitudes towards the use of electronic means of communication and the factors associated
with them, determine the degree of benefit of the respondents from electronic communication
in agricultural extension and the factors associated with it, and identify the difficulties that the
extension workers face when using electronic means of communication and their proposals to
reduce them. This research was conducted in Sharkia governorate and the study sample
reached 50 respondents from agricultural extension agants using electronic means of
communication. The results obtained from this research indicated: that about (36%) of the
total respondents have their attitudes towards using electronic means of communication
netural, while (64%) their attitudes towards the use of electronic means of communication are
agree, and the results revealed a significant correlation between the degree of respondents'
tendency to use electronic means of communication and the following independent variables
studied (educational level, attending training courses in the field of agricultural extension,
number of years of experience in agricultural work. The number of years of experience in the
field of extension, the number of farmers who guide them, the area in charge of it, the drive
for achievement, job satisfaction, the number of training courses he attended in the field of
electronic communication). where the highest rate of significant benefit was 92%, which
indicates importance. The use of electronic means of communication, and | have a great role
in the success and effectiveness of the extension process, and as the results showed the
existence of a significant correlation between the degree of benefit of the interviewed
agricultural extension agents from the use of electronic means of communication and the
following independent variables studied (educational level, attending training courses in the
field of agricultural extension, number of years Experience in agricultural work, number of
years of experience in the field of extension, number of farmers who serve, area in charge of
it, motivation for achievement, job satisfaction, number of training courses attended in the
field of electronic communication

Key words: Attitudes, Electronic Communication, Agricultural Extension.
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