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OBSTACLES TO FARMERS' USE OF ELECTRONIC MEANS OF
COMMUNICATION IN AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION

Sanaa M. Sleem®, Magda A. Abd Al-Aal?, T.M. Al-Fishawi' and M.I. Al-Khouly?
1. Agric.Ext.and Rural Dev. Res. Inst., Agri.Res.Cent., Egypt
2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The research mainly aimed at studying the obstacles to the farmers' use of
electronic means of communication in agricultural extension, and to achieve this goal the
following sub-research objectives were formulated: Identify some general characteristics of
the researched farmers, identify the devices that the researched farmers use to obtain their
information, and identify the sites used by the farmers. The respondents have to obtain
information, determine the degree of farmers, that the respondents have benefited from
electronic communication in agricultural extension and the factors associated with it, and
identify the difficulties that the researched farmers face when using electronic means of
communication and their proposals to reduce them. This research was conducted in Sharkia
governorate and the sample reached 370 respondents Of the users of electronic means of
communication, the research revealed that about (10.3%) of the total surveyed farmers benefit
from electronic means of communication to a weak degree, while (32.2%) of the surveyed
farmers have an average degree of benefit, while (66.5%) That is, approximately two-thirds of
the sample benefit greatly, and the results also showed a significant correlation between the
degree to which the surveyed farmers benefit from the use of electronic means of
communication and the following independent variables: (educational status, number of years
of experience in agricultural work, number of family members working in agriculture,
possession of land. Agricultural, And the degree of informal social participation, the degree of
leadership, the degree of tendency towards agricultural innovations, the degree of willingness
to change, contact with agricultural extension, the farmers’ attitudes toward the agricultural
guide in the village), and the results showed that the degree of the presence of obstacles
facing poorly researched farmers was about (0.8%), While the degree of its presence in an
average rate amounted to about 24.1%, while the degree and quality of which was highly
present was about 75.1%, the results showed the existence of a positive significant correlation
relationship at a significant level (0.01) between the degree of the existence of obstacles
facing the researched farmers when using electronic means of communication and the
following independent variables (degree of education of the respondent, number of years of
experience in agricultural work, number of individuals working in agriculture, trend Towards
agricultural innovations, the degree of willingness to change), and the existence of a positive
and direct relationship at a significant level (0.05) between the presence of obstacles facing
the surveyed farmers when using electronic means of communication and official social
participation, contact with agricultural extension, and the farmers ’attitudes towards the
agricultural guide in the village.

Key words: Obstacles, electronic communication, agricultural extension.
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