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FACTORS AFFECTING RURAL YOUTH DRUG USE IN SOME
VILLAGES OF GHARBIA GOVERNORATE

Saad A.F. Shams Eldein, A.S.I. Alkholy, M.S. Kandeel and S.H. AlRefaie
Agric. Ext. and Rural Soc. Dept., Fac. Agric., Cairo, Al Azhar Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The objectives of this research are as follows: Determining factors affecting
rural youth drug use in Gharbia Governorate, Egypt, whether these factors were specific to
youth. Family or local societ. Identifying the opinion of respondents on the importance of the
effect of drug use in society and their suggestions to overcome them. Determining the
significance of the difference between each of the factors specific to youth. Factors specific to
family and factors specific to local society in explaining the total difference between the
opinion of the respondents on the effect of these factors on rural youth drug use. This research
was done in Gharbia Governorate, Tanta and Kotor districts were chosen from eight districts
in Gharbia Governorate. The districts were divided into two divisions. The first one was
higher than average in the number of rural youth and the second one was lower than the
average in the number of rural youth. One district was chosen from each division and two
villages were chosen from each district. Data were collected from 390 respondents
representing the four villages. Data were collected using a prepared personal questionnaire
during July and August 2019.Data were analysed using frequency tables, percentages.
weighted average, person simple correlation coefficient.X?, and analysis of varience. Finding
of this research were as follows: 73.3% of respondents were in the high effect level of youth
factors as total on the spread of drug use. The important factors were: mixing with bad
companions, weakness of religious faith, leisure, unemployment, not feeling free, and absence
of security. 82.8% of respondents were in the high effect level of family factors as total on the
spread of drug use. The important factors were: excessive pampering for children, children
stay away from family, weak family control for children, deviation of one or both parents,
parents ignorance of proper education rules, and absence of father, 81.8% of respondents were
in the high effect level of local society factors as total on youth drug use. The important
factors were spread of narcotic drugs, spread of a culture of attachment to sexual power drug
users, absence of role model and the ideal in the villag, and weak of social control tools.
There were statistical differences among the three factors and less differences between family
factors and local society factors in the side of family factors with differences 1.3908. This
mean that family factors were more effective in the spread of drug us behavior. The important
effects of rural youth to take drugs were: absence of awareness and in ability to properly
judge things, the addict is not responsible for himself and his family, and high crime rate. The
important suggestions of respondents to limit the spread of youth drug use in society were: the
intensification of the security presence in the village, establishment of a village police station.
and increasing punishment for drug dealers and users

Key words: Abnormal behavior, drug use, rural youth.
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