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EXECUTIVE AND KNOWLEDGE NEEDS FOR SUGAR BEAT FARMES
IN SOME VILLAGAS IN DAMIETTA GOVERNORATE

Eman M.E. Salem
Agric. Ext. and Rural Dev. Res. Inst. Agric .Res. Cent., Egypt

ABSTRACT

The current study aimed mainly for identifying the knowledge and executive needs for
growers of sugar beet in some villages in Damietta, identifying the most important sources of
information that respondents receive at their own cultivation of the crop, identifying the
extent of the participation of farmers respondents in outreach activities, identifying the most
important problems of sugar beet growers in the governorate and identifying their suggestions
to overcome these problems. This study was conducted in three villages in Kafr Saad District,
Damietta as the largest center in cultivating and producing sugar beet crop reached
approximately 4.300 faddans cultivated area The main results could be summarized as the
following: About 6.6% of the respondents growers have a very low level of knowledge and
technical recommendations for sugar beet crop while 46.7% of them have a medium level of
cognitive recommendations needs. There is a significant correlation between degree of the
needed knowledge of the growers respondents agricultural technical recommendations for
sugar beet crop and between each of the trend towards new agricultural ideas, the degree of
leadership at level of significance 0.01 and between the degree of education, beet cultivated
area, the number of years of experience in cultivation of sugar beet crop, the total exposure to
sources of information, participation in outreach activities at the level of 0.05. While, the
significant relationship has not been confirmed with the age, marital status, total agricultural
holding, the average faddan productivity, willingness to take risks. There is about 6% of the
respondents need for the technical recommendations of the sugar beet crop is low while 40%
of them needed medium level of executive needs. There is a significant correlation between
the degree of executive needs of growers respondents to technical recommendations of sugar
beet crop and between each of the total agricultural holding, the total requirements of
knowledge under level of significance 0.01; and years of experience in cultivation of sugar
beet crop, the trend towards new agricultural ideas, willingness to take risks, participating in
outreach activities, and the degree of leadership under level of 0.05. While, the significant
relationship has not been confirmed with the age, marital status, degree of education, the
cultivated area of sugar beet, the average yield per faddan, incurrence to sources of
information. It was found that the information sources which respondents rely upon were in
descending order according to the arithmetic average as follows; personal experience; parents
and neighbors; the agricultural advisor; senior agriculture; agricultural society; and
agricultural departments, extension fields, engineers of sugar factories, agricultural
newspapers and magazines. It was found that the most important problems that respondents
farmers face concerning cultivation of sugar beet crop were: delaying crop receipt which
amounted 90% of the respondents; higher transfer crop costs from farms and the exploitation
of drivers farmer which was pointed by 86% of the respondents. Also, problems of soil
include irrigation and drainage and lack of commitment to the agricultural cycle rate which
determined by 86.6% of the respondents; increasing the salinity of the soil which was referred
by 81.3% of the respondents; and the problems of crop contracting as most of all contact
terms were in favor of the company not the farmer and a rate 74.6% of the respondents
mentioned that. Concerning the fertilization problems; the most important of these problems
was the lack of nitrogen fertilizer and lower fertilizer amount disbursed which 85.3% of the
respondents complained; problems of services guidance provided to farmers represent the
lack of monitors agricultural specialists in crop sugar beets which represented by 58.6%; the
limited number of extension seminars on crop cultivation beet sugar which represented by
58.6% of the respondents problems.

Key words: Sugar beat, knowledge, executive needs.
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