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THE COMPETITIVENESS OF FULLY MATURITY EGYPTIAN
ONION EXPORTS IN THE MOST IMPORTANT
ECONOMIC BLOCS

Abdelbaki M. El-Shaib, Rania A.M. Ahmed and Amira M. Hamza
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Tanta Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: Development of Agricultural export is one of the main objectives of the
Egyptian agricultural economic policy. Onion crop is one of the main and important export
crops in Egypt, therefore it comes on top of vegetable crops exports. But it faces stiff
competition in it’s various markets that is leading to the fluctuation of annual export volume.
Thus, this fluctuation affects on the size of the foreign exchange earnings. Since
competitiveness is one of the most important elements that specify the export volume. So the
study aimed to identify the competitiveness and pattern of the geographic distribution of the
Egyptian onions full mature in the most important economic blocs and the impact of those
agreements that relating to Egyptian exports of fully mature onions. The study employed
several descriptive and analytical techniques to achieve its aims were used to estimate and
identify the competitiveness indicators for the Egyptian onion exports between the different
economic blocs. Also, simple and multiple regression functions were calculated and dummy
variable, and the results were as follows: The quantity. value and the export price of Egyptian
fully mature onions to the Greater Arab Free Trade at an annual rate change amounted to
about 6.39%, 12.39%, 6.54% of average. As it turns that the quantity, value and the export
price of Egyptian fully mature onions to the European Union at an annual rate change
amounted to about 6.96%, 11.61%, 5.24% of the average. There is a positive impact to Great
Arab Free Trade Convention on the quantity, value and export price of full maturity Egyptian
onions to it, while the EU Convention had a positive impact on the value and the export price
on Egyptian onions to it. While did not have an impact on the quantity of Egyptian onions
exports to it. The study showed that Saudi market as one of the most important great Arab
Free Trade Agreement markets and is characterized by lower competitive price indices and
the power of the export Egyptian onions crop while competitiveness quantity and the rate of
market penetration and market share indicators achieved increased during the period of
establishment of the Great Arab Free Trade Agreement compared to other periods. Study
showed that the Netherlands market is one of the most important European Union markets
and it is characterized by lower competitiveness price and competitive quantitative indicators
of Egyptian onions crop while market penetration rate, market share and the power the export
indicators were advanced during the transitional period of the agreement. The results showed
that the most important determinants of the demand for full maturity Egyptian onions in Saudi
Arabia market is the export price of Egyptian onions. Saudi Arabia's population and the
imports onion of Saudi Arabia from the world. But it was the most important determinants of
Netherlands market for the Egyptian onion represented in the French onion export price and
Netherlands population. Recommendation: Continuing of studying the import markets for
economic blocs so as to achieve the greatest efficiency marketing. And Pursue export price
policy to be capable of raising the level of competitiveness of the Egyptian onions with other
countries.

Key words: Exports comptitiveness, onions, economic blocs.
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