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AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF THE CURRENT AND FUTURE
STATUS OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PLANT OIL
FOOD CROPS IN EGYPT

Gaber A. Bassyouni and Hanan A.E. Zahran
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric. (Saba Basha), Alex. Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: Plant oil crops are strategic crops of economic importance in Egypt, where
its production is not sufficient to satisfy the food needs and to meet the increasing demand for
them as a result of the steady increase in the population on one hand and the shortage of
production on the other hand. Leading to a widening gap between production and
consumption. Which leads to the import of these oils and the consequent increase in the cost
of imports and the impact on the value of food imports in general and thus affect the domestic
prices of the Egyptian consumer. The research was mainly aimed at identifying how self-
sufficiency of plant oil is achieved in Egypt and reducing the size of the oil gap. The most
important results were: The increase in the food gap is one of the most important plant oils
studied during the same period. In terms of the general time trend, it was found that it
increased annually by about 17.603 thousand tons, with an annual average of about 5%. The
results indicated that the dependency ratio of the most important plant oils ranged between a
minimum of 56.86% in 2006 and a maximum of 85.65% in 2000 with an annual average of
72.52, which means increasing dependence on foreign markets, thus exposing Egyptian food
security to price fluctuations. Thus increasing the cost of imports of these oils. The period of
production adequacy for local consumption of plant oil was fluctuated between the increase
and the decrease. The longest period of adequacy in 2006 was about 157.44 days, or about
5.25 months, while the minimum period in 2000 was about 52.39 days, or about 1.7 months,
although this indicates that local production of these oils meet the needs of individuals, but
only a few months during the year. By estimating the general time trend equations for the
period of production efficiency for local consumption, the statistical significance of the model
was not shown at the usual levels of significance (0.01, 0.05). The results indicate that the
import coverage period for the most important plant oils ranged from a minimum of about
218.17 days in 2007, or about 7.27 months, and a maximum of 341.25 days in 2008, or about
11.37 months, with an average of about 294.27 days. The time trend and the estimate of the
general time trend equations for the period of covering imports for consumption showed that
the statistical significance of the model was not proved at the usual significal levels (0.01,
0.05).

Key words: Plant oils, food gap, food security.
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