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AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF THE PRODUCTIVE AND EXPORT
IMPORTANCE OF EGYPTIAN DATES

Doaa H.I. Mahmoud
Econ. and Agribusiness Dept., Fac. Agric. Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: Date palms have an economic and productive importance in the Arab world.
Egypt ranks the first in the world in date's production. The current study aims to study the
foreign trade, and to perform forecasting analysis to predict the most important productive
and economic indicators of Egyptian dates until 2020. The study has found many results: The
growth rate of the dates imports is higher than the growth rate of its production by 18.9%,
while its exports growth rate increased by 5%. The differences between previous growth rates
will continue until 2020. The relative importance of Egypt's production of dates is increasing
from 17.32% to 20.34%, between 2013 and 2015. Market share of Egyptian exports of dates
was about 14.4%; in other words, there is a competition for Egyptian dates in foreign markets.
The rate of export coverage for imports from Egyptian dates was estimated at 606%, it's a
high rate reflecting a surplus in the Egyptian trade balance for dates. The decline in both the
degree of market openness and the penetration rate of the markets is a sign of the weak
competitiveness of Egyptian dates to face the competition for exports.

Key words: Market share, rate of coverage, market penetration rate, date exports, forecasting.
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