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FISH PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION IN EGYPT

Mohamed G. Amer and Lobna M.S. El-Garhy
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: Despite both government and private sector fisheries development projects,
but we still depend on fish imports which represent from the total requirement, about 20%,
and the availability of local produce is only about 66% of the quantity recommended by FAO.
Therefore, the study aimed to investgate the structure of local fish production and its
development and the extent of its contribution to domestic consumption, and estimation
icome, expendture and quality elasticities to determine the location of fish in the ladder of
preference of the Egyptian consumer. The study relied on published and unpublished
secondary data on domestic production, foreign trade and consumption for the period 2012-
2015, and research data for 2015 to income, expenditure and consumption. The study used
descriptive and quantitative statistical methods, including percentages, averages, growth rate
estimation, regression equations, and elasticity estimation equations. The main results of the
study were that although more than 84 kind of fish were produced, there were three varieties
described as popular and often consumed fresh, their production represents about 76% of the
total production in 2016 which estimated by 1.7 million tonnes, namely Baltic 61.44%,
maprouk 12.72% and karamet 2.14%, and a luxury fish group whose production is about
13.85% of total production, the most important of which is family bory, Denis and karoos.
Crustaceans ( jamber) production is only 0.72% of total production. Natural resources
contribute only about 23% of total production, with the trend of this contribution decreasing
with annual rate about 6.3%, although the area of these sources reached 97.77% of the total
water area of fish production. The study indicated that fish farming contributes about 77% as
an average for the studied period of total production volume, and that this contribution
increases by annual rate about 7.42%. This increase is due to the native fish farms which
contributed to the total production by about 60%, i.e. more than 49% of the available for local
consumption. As for the consumption of fish in Egypt, the study found that despite the
increase in the population, the self-sufficiency ratio is stable at about 80%, and the average
per capita increase with annual rate about 1.27, demonstrating the increase of local production
at a high rates and success of development plans, The increase in the consumption level due
to increase local production and mainly production of fish farming, especially the native fish
farms. Although the current average per capita provides the daily preventive security of
animal protein, it is only represents 81.65% of the recommended by FAO. The study showed
that the normal fresh fish is semi luxury goods, while luxury fish is luxury goods, that is, the
consumption of fish occupies a high place in the ladder of consumer preference. The
expectation of increased demand with increased income, which entails investments in the
field of fish production development for to cope with increased demand, both to increase
income or increase population.

Key words: Fish, production, consumption, elasticities, Egypt.
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