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MATRIX OF ECONOMIC LOSSES TO ENCROACH ON
AGRICULTURAL LAND IN EGYPT

Mohamed M. Elmahy, Yasmen S. Abd El- Razek and M.A. Fathalla
Econ. and Agribusiness Dept., Fac. Agric., Alex. Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The problem of encroachment on agricultural land is one of the most
important problems facing the agricultural sector in Egypt, where large areas of agricultural
use have turned to other non-agricultural uses. which has led to widening the food gap and the
inability to meet the nutritional requirements of the Egyptian consumer at present and future.
The study aims to estimating the economic losses of the encroachment on agricultural land in
Egypt by estimating the loss in the cultivated land area as a result of the encroachments on the
agricultural land, estimating the losses resulting from the loss in the cultivated area of the
most important crops in the crop rotation fad., to study the impact of the loss on food security
and the balance of trade in Egypt, study the impact of the loss on water resources. The study
found that the net loss in the cultivated area after the removal of the violations amounted to
about 54.24 thousand fad., which resulted in a loss in the crop area amounted to about 543.6
thousand fad., and resulted in a loss in agricultural production estimated at 3600 thousand
tons of field crops (winter and summer). and about 876 thousand tons of vegetative crops.
Thus, the Egyptian food security decreased by 4.5 million tons during the study period by an
annual decrease of 642 thousand tons. Thus, the increase in the Egyptian import bill due to the
importation of the quantity lost as a result of the violations of both wheat and maize is
estimated at about 365 and 345 million dollars, respectively and the increase in the value of
exports is estimated if there is no loss in the amount of production that could have been
exported of rice, potatoes, and winter and summer tomatoes were valued at 226. 495 and 97
million dollars, respectively. This increase in exports would have contributed to the reduction
of the trade balance deficit as well as the provision of foreign exchange, thus contributing to
the development process. It was also found that due to the overflow that was transferred to
non-agricultural lands amounting to about 54.24 thousand fad., during the study period. there
should have been water saving as a result of not being cultivated with field and vegetable
crops estimated at 1.65 billion m’. The agricultural sector has not been noticed. indicating that
water resources are very wasteful in this sector. Despite the decrease in agricultural land due
to infringements. the amount of water used in irrigation is increasing. necessitating
rationalizing the use of water resources in the agricultural sector and increasing the efficiency
of their use.

Key words : Encroachment on agricultural land, land resources, food security.
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