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ESTIMATION OF THE QUALITATIVE ELASTICITY OF SOME
ANIMAL PRODUCTS IN EGYPT

Dalia M. Samy, A. Nour El Dean, A. Mashhour and A.F. Hamed
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed at estimating the qualitative demand on some animal
products to determine the share of consumer expenditure on animal products in the total
income of the market in order to satisfy the quality characteristics of these foods. The study
used "the household budget 2015" data in both urban and rural Egypt to estimate the
consumption functions of animal products in order to estimate the elasticity of the qualitative
demand for these products in both rural and urban areas. The study used the double
logarithmic form to estimate these functions. It was found that animal products, except for
frozen imported red meat, had a positive quality elasticity, although their transaction value
was relatively low. The elasticity between these products varied between rural and urban, In
general, the elasticity of the qualitative demand for red meat, fish, poultry meat, and urban
eggs was 0.12, 0.49, 0.13 and 0.15, respectively while in rural areas the same products were
estimated at 0.05, 0.09, 0.03 and 0.025, respectively due to the high elasticity of the
qualitative demand in urban areas compared to rural areas to higher average incomes in urban
than rural level.

Key words: The elasticity, the qualitative demand, animal products, rural, urban.
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