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In the Name of God Most Gracious Most Merciful

Criteria for Success or Failure of The Adaptive Reuse of
Buildings of Valuable Heritage

Nagia Abdelmoghney Said
Abstract:-

Economic and urban circumstances often call for the
adaptive reuse of valuable heritage buildings in order to restore
and maximize it's use. However, in some cases, the reuse is done
in a way that lacks sensitivity to the historic style, character and
special circumstances thus diminishing it's value and distorting
or interfering with it's monumental scale.

This paper aims at deducing criteria for the success or failure of
the adaptive reuse of buildings of valuable heritage through the
examination of several case studies in the Arab world,
specifically in Tunisia, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The criteria of
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success pertain to the good choice of compatible function,
choice of details especially additions and adjustments which do
not diminish the value of the building or contradict it's nature
and style, also criteria pertaining to the intensity of use and the
capacity of the building to endure and absorb the motion and
pressure resulting from the adaptive reuse. Hence, it is important
to note that the stringency (tightness) of application of the
criteria is directly proportional to the increase in value and
importance of the building. Buildings representing cultural
heritage may vary in value according to specific factors such as
the age of the building, it's style and scarcity. Some of these
buildings may have already been registered as historic
monuments or are in their way to be registered, which does not
allow the architects or those responsible for adaptive reuse to
impose intruding elements that incompatible with the
importance and value of the building
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