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The Romanian and Byzantine forts, Sinai and Rosetta and
Alexandria in the light of archaeological discoveries

Dr. Abd al-Rahim Rihan Barakat®

Abstract:

Historians called on the specific historical period from 297 AD to
641 AD era " Late Antique and early Byzantine Period in Egypt"
This period specific historical frame featured two events are
important, the first administrative reforms of Diocletian, which
has been implemented in 297 AD, Which it was developed
specifically by the end of the special status of Egypt as a state of
the private property of the emperors, in the sense that Egypt was
no longer under the direct rule of the Emperor, it became equally
in terms of administrative status with the rest of the states of the
Eastern Empire, Romania.

The second event is the Islamic conquest of Egypt, Byzantine
forts were established in Sinai in that period including the
monastery and Fort of AlI-Wady in Al-Wady village in Tur Sinai,
it was created a Roman fortress was used fortified convent in the
reign of the Emperor Justinian in the sixth century AD.
compatible with Justinian military plan for the establishment of
forts to protect the borders of the Eastern Empire against
invasions by the Persians, as re-use it as one of the Al-Tur forts
in the Fatimid era as stated in the safety covenants safety of the
Muslims caliphs saved in Saint Catherine's Monastery also it was
found objects from the Fatimid era.

One of these forts also Farma Fortress 35 km east of the city of
Qantara Sharq, it knew in Greek Beloziom and in Coptic
Peremoun called Al-Farama in the Islamic period, also
mentioned Al-Farma or Al-Farama hill, The fortified town and
its name is always mentioned in the wars of the Roman era and in
the Islamic conquest of Egypt, Emperor Justinian built monastery

* General manager of research and studies archaeological and scientific publishing in
North Egypt and Sinai - Ministry of Antiquities.
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of Mount Sinai in the sixth century AD, which turned to the
Monastery of St. Catherine in the ninth century Fortress and
Monastery.

And 1n order to keep on the eastern border of the empire of the
Persian crawl during the rule of the Persian king Khosrow I (531-
579 AD) he constructed a group of buildings to guard the lanes
down Mount Sinai, These buildings have had a dual use
Monasteries and forts, these were guarded by monks including
the Monastery of St. Catherine,Justinian established a lighthouse
on the island of Pharaoh to guide merchant ships in the Gulf of
Agaba to serve the Byzantine trade by Ayla, This lighthouse is
located in downtown Fort was established in middle of the fort
which was established on the southern hill in island of Pharaoh
which was exploited by the Salah al-Din, while the establishment
of his castle on the island in 567 E -1171 AD.

Justinian was keen to liberate The Byzantine trade so as not to
depend on Persian so he established direct contact with India
through the Byzantine port on the Gulf of Aqgaba, a port of Eilah
(currently Aqaba) Therefore he established lighthouse for vessels
on the island of Pharaoh which lies in front of Eilah, Byzantines
had a large commercial activity in the sixth century AD,
Excavations also revealed for the Roman fort and Byzantine wall
in Tel Abu Mandur in Rosetta, the fort was built of burnt brick
Created from several architectural units, and the Byzantine wall
was built in The fifth-century AD, It is one of the fortifications
which was held in Egypt in the second half of the fifth century or
the beginning of the sixth century To face the dangers of the
Persians, Alexandria includes, the Northern Tower, an error
known the Northern Tower in marine gardens waterfalls, it is
one of towers of the eastern Alexandria wall
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