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Alexis de Tocqueville(1805-1859) « De la démocratie en Amérique », « Sur
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- « C’est la civilisation qui marche contre la barbarie. C’est un peuple éclairé qui va

trouver un peuple dans la nuit. Nous sommes les Grecs du monde, c’est a nous d’illuminer
le monde. »

Franck Laurent, Victor Hugo face a la conquéte de I'Algérie, Paris, Maisonneuve & Larose,
coll. « Victor Hugo et I'Orient », n° 6, 2001

‘. _Alger, Algérie : documents algériens. Série culturelle : Lettres. L’ Algérie dans I’ceuvre
de Maupassant, n°51,26 Déc.1950
http://alger-roi.fr/Alger/documents_algeriens/culturel/pages/51 maupassant.htm,11
Janv.2016. Consulté le 13/004/2016.
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® - Henri de Saint-Simon ,le nouveau christianisme et les écrits sur la religion. Paris : Ed.
le Seuil , 1969, introduction.
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® _ Le siécle des Saint-simoniens :Du nouveau Christianisme au canal de Suez. Sous la

direction de Nathalie Coilly et Philippe Régnier. BNF Editions, Bibliothéque nationale de

France , 2006 , p.09.
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® - Ernest Labrousse, Mémoires de Saint-Simon: Les Fiches de lecture d'Universalis.

https://books.google.dz/books?id. Consulté le 12/04/2016.

° - Michel Levallois, “les Saints-simoniens en Algérie” http://Idh-toulon.net/les-Saints-

simoniens-en-Algerie.html. Consulté 1e03/04/2016.
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' Zoubir Sif EL islam , I’histoire du journalisme en Algérie » Alger : Ed. entreprise
nationale du livre, 1985. P.38.
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The Saint-Simonians and the campaign of the description of
Algeria during the French occupation

René Basset as example
Prof. Mohammed Sahabi
Abstract:

As was the case in Napoleon’s campaign to Egypt with the late
eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century,
where the campaign scientists explored Egypt and described an
accurate description of the various aspects of social life and the
historical and other aspects, the French occupation authorities
proceeded as soon as they stepped on Algerian territory , to the
formation of "scientific" committees and the establishment of
media platforms to get acquinted with the Algerian’s society ,
politics, religion .... It will be with the assistance of a group of
scientists and intellectuals who were following Saint Simonian
doctrine (relative to the Saint Simon), in modern project
announced by Muhammad Ali of Egypt, like Ismail (Thomas)
Urbain and Prosper Enfantin for example.

On the contrary, the stay of those in, Muhammad Ali’s Egypt , as
guests, they were in Algeria , loyal aides to the occupation army
and theoreticians of the Frensh colnial project

, has come to Algeria, after the utter failure of their grand dreams
in Egypt, led by "Prosper Enfantin and Urbain returning from

Egypt.

Enfantin was appointed first in the exploratory scientific
committee set up by the occupation authorities in the colonized
Algeria, the second served as a translator in the French army, and
he had a great knowledge of the Arabic language and it’s
populations.

Who are these Saint Simonians? What was their philosophy?
What did the East represented for them, Algeria in particulary ?
What were the objectives for which they came to Algeria? And
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What were the actions that they have made ? Especially in the
collect of documents and manuscripts?

As an example of what preceeded, René Basset and other Saint
Simonians Orientalists who were interested in documents and
manuscripts in detail, from which we learn the methods and
approaches in the process of collecting and arranging and
classifying Algerian documents and manuscripts.

Keywords:

Saint-Simonians, description of Algeria, French occupation,
René Basset, manuscripts
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