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Sbeiba in Algerian Sahara
and the death of the pharaoh

Prof.Oumelkheir Laggoun®
Abstract:
In 2014 the Unesco included the folkloric ceremony of ‘Sbeiba’
to the immaterial patrimony of Algeria. South east of Algeria
they celebrate this ceremony in the first ten days of Muharam.
Sbeiba includes popular singing and drumming led by women
and men perform choreographic folkloric dances in special
traditional classic costumes.
The Touareg, when asked about the nature, the origins and the
story behind this ceremony ,they all replied the same story
retained by children from fathers, and fathers from grand fathers
“ That their ancestors danced the ‘Sbeiba’ when they heard the
death of the pharaoh, as a celebration. “
Consequently the Sbeiba express a unique incident deep in
history of touareg tribes.
What is the nature of the relation between the Touareg in the far
South of Algeria with Egyptian pharaohs? Is the date of the
celebration of Sbeiba refers to a particular Pharaoh? And why did
the Touareg (Grandsons of the ancient Lybians) rejoiced the
death of the pharaoh?
It 1s agreed that the oral transmission just like the mythical tale
are based on one true fact, the name of a known person or tragic
incident and has become recurrent memory from a distant past.
Transmitted from a generation to another and this for
generations, It is therefore a part of their history, kept in the
collective memory in the absence of the document.
Therefore, we ask the following question; What is the importance
of the oral transmission as a source of history?.
Key Words:Sbeiba-Touareg-Anciant Libyens- Pharaoh- Oral
transmission.
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