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Arish National Museum: Sinai's History is mysterious

Dr. Rahab Abdel Moneim Baza®

Abstract:

The Arish Museum is one of the most important regional
museums in the Arab Republic of Egypt. Its importance is due to
the fact that it presents the history of Egypt through the Sinai
from the prehistoric times to the Islamic era and the Sinai
heritage. It contains many rare artifacts. The museum is similar to
the world's museums in terms of display, lighting and restoration
laboratories.

The idea of the museum was founded in 1984 and then built
on an area of 16,500 square meters on two floors. The opening
was in March 2008. The idea of the museum was to be a revival
and tourist attraction for the North Sinai region, as well as to
display the artifacts extracted from the excavations of North
Sinai with the embodiment of Horus War Road, and to display
the pieces of antiquities retrieved from Israel.

The museum consists of seven main exhibition halls, each of
which is divided between different ages. The most important of
these halls are the Pharaonic Hall, the Greco-Roman Hall, the
Byzantine and Coptic Period Hall, the Islamic Art Hall, the
Pottery Hall, the Currency Hall, the Sinai Heritage Hall.

The study deals with the importance of archaeological
artifacts in the museum because the link between the religious
and historical importance of Sinai is the way to enter the Holy
Family and the Islamic conquest, and from the land of Sinai, the
Christian pilgrims and the Muslims leave their territories to
perform the Hajj rituals and reflect the aggression suffered by

* PhD in Ancient Egyptian Antiquities, Faculty of Archeology, Cairo University
Member of the Union of Arab Archaeologists and member of the Historical Society.
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extremism and terrorism. This museum is not only the memory
of Sinai but the memory of Egypt as a whole.

This problem requires a radical treatment and multiple
solutions. These solutions should include documentation of the
museum's  holdings and scientific publishing of the
archaeological pieces so that they can be studied and protected
from theft and tampering with them in the deteriorating security
environment prevailing in North Sinai.

Key words:
Arish, Sinai, Museum, Horus Road, Coptic, Islamic, Coin.
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