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Abstract
Aqgaba is considered the preferred tourist destination for Jordanians since it is
the only seaport for the kingdom and because it enjoys a distinctive climate for
tourists and holidaymakers, and for providing facilities and incentives for
investors and visitors, in addition to its proximity to Petra and Wadi Rum. The
study aimed to review tourism achievements in Agaba and to investigate
investor, tourism employee and the local community perspective regarding
tourism development in Agaba.
The study used the descriptive analytical methodology, where a questionnaire
was used which include 27 statements related to tourism impacts and contribution
In sustainable tourism development, in addition to interviews with several
concerned in tourism development. The research population consisted of the local
community, investors and workers in tourism sector. A proposed sample was
selected that consists of 150 individuals of the local community and the same
number of both investors and workers in the tourism sector in Agaba.
Among the most important concluded results was the positive impacts of the local
community, employees, investors evaluation in Agaba. The study also found that
there is a difference in the three samples perspectives regarding some tourism
aspects and their potential impact. The study sample assessment for tourism
contribution was high in providing the basic services, enhancing social relations
among region's people and polluting beaches and Gulf water, while study sample
the evaluation was low for the role of tourism in raising land prices and the spread
of customs to the community, and creating crowed traffic in the region .
The study recommended that there is a need to utilize sample's positive
evaluation of tourism effects in Agaba by planner and decision-maker, and the
need to review the previous policies and plans and address the aspects of impacts
of tourism appeared a difference between the sample in this regard, and limit the
role of tourism investments to influence the aesthetic of Agaba as well as reduce

the role of tourism in the impact on beaches and pollution, and conducting further
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similar studies on tourism development in Agaba and to benefit from Jordan's
pioneer experience and to take advantage of in the development and marketing of

other tourist destinations in the Kingdom.

Key words: Jordan, Agaba, tourism, coastal areas, development
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