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Restoration and Renovation of the Cairene Churches
As represented in the Ottoman archival documents in Cairo
(923- 1213AH/ 1517- 1798)

ABSTRACT

In the Ottoman period, it is much easy to trace amazing phenomenon
that flared, especially from mid of 17th to the end of 18" centuries, which
Is rebuilding and restoration of many Christian establishments. There are
many factors that pushed up this flourishing trend. At the end, we could
figure out this phenomenon which represented in many churches and
monastery across Egypt, which still keep the dates and architectural
elements, date back to the Ottoman period.

On the other hand, the very rich archival documents of the Ottoman
period are full of information and insights that allow us to eliminate and
elaborate the changes and restorations process of these institutions.
However, this contribution will tackle this phenomenon in two categories;
first, the Churches had been renewed, i.e. almost rebuilt completely, the
study cases are: the church of Virgin Mary qasriat al-rihan, and the
Church of al-Damshiryyia. Second, the churches had been restored, or
partly rebuilt the case studies are: Abo Sefein Church, and the Church of
the Virgin Mary at Haret Zeweila.

Keywords: Ottoman archives — Christian architecture — Churches —
Cairo — Restoration — Renovation.
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