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Abstract
The current challenges of the Palestinian Tourist Guide
The Palestinian tourist guides face many difficulties and obstacles during their work.
Some of these difficulties and obstacles are a direct result of the occupation policy
towards the Palestinian tourist guide. Some of them are due to internal reasons, but they
are an indirect reflection of the occupation policy. In the end, the Palestinian tourist
guide has been living in unequal competition with the Israeli guides.The aim of this
study is to find out the reality of the working conditions and competition experienced by
the Palestinian tourist guide and to identify the position of the tourist guides, the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, the local community and foreign tourists towards
the circulation of the biblical narratives by the Palestinian tourist guide.The study was
based on a survey included four samples, namely licensed tourist guides classified as
"General” and "West Bank", Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities employees, local
community and foreign tourists, with a total of 705 units, in addition to nine interviews
with figures in the Ministry of Tourism, the tourist Guides syndicate and a number of
guides.
This study shows that the Palestinian tourist guide lives in bad conditions because of the
Israeli occupation and that the circulation of the biblical narratives by the tourist guide
is unacceptable to the majority of the local community and officials of the Ministry of
Tourism and most of its employees. Knowing that, the official denial of biblical
narratives may affect the integrity and unity of the Palestinian social fabric, which
includes Christians and Samarians, as well as the importance of these narratives as a
competitive advantage of the religious tourism in Palestine. This study also shows that
A foreign tourist is not an obstacle to the Palestinian tourist guide and his competition
with the Israeli tourist guide, bearing in mind that the foreign tourist prefers the
professional and knowledgeable guide regardless of his religion or nationality.
Keywords: Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Palestinian Tourist Guide,
Biblical narratives, Palestinian Local Community, Foreign Tourist.
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