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Abstract

This article studies the commercial role of the Jews during the earliest three centuries after
the Islamic conquest of Egypt. Needless to say that many studies have widely discussed
this topic. Nevertheless, many of these studies rely mainly on Jewish literary and religious
sources, archaeological findings and chronicles wrote either by Arabs or foreigners who
visited Egypt over a long span of time. The value of this essay lies in its use of the vastly
important but substantially neglected documentary sources from Egypt, i.e. the Arabic
papyri, and in the method used to approach this material. The papyri offer a crucially
important check on later historical records and provide us with valuable information about
the Jews and their commercial role within the multicultural community of Egypt during the
period of the study. The article collects and studies all published Arabic papyri that
mention Jews explicitly or implicitly. The article also edits and studies a hitherto
unpublished Arabic papyrus from Cambridge University Library.

Keywords: Jews, Commercial role, Arabic papyri, Early Islamic Egypt.
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