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Abstract 

The role of environmental citizenship in heritage conservation for sustainability: 

Case study: Sharm el-Sheikh and Saint Catherine 

Community participation is one of the most important principles of preserving 

heritage to ensure its sustainability through civil society institutions. Despite the 

existence of many laws in the conservation of the environment and heritage; it cannot 

be relied upon alone, unless citizens are aware of their rights and responsibilities. The 

research aims to shed light on the importance of the role of environmental citizenship 

in the conservation of heritage to achieve sustainability, and to identify the impact of 

heritage sites on the .lifestyle of local communities 

For this research, the data collection was based on distributing a questionnaire on a 

random sample of workers in nature reserves and heritage sites in Sharm El Sheikh 

and St. Catherine during the period from April to June 2018.the population sample 

was 110, 13 of them were not valid for the analysis. Thus, the final sample was 97 

which is proved to be valid for statistical analysis ; consequently the response rate is 
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(88.1%). A sample of 30 managers and officials in Sharm El-Sheikh and St. 

Catherine's reserves were given 30 valid statistical analysis questionnaires for 

conducting the necessary tests. In addition to a number of interviews that was 

conducting with the heads of .departments of some NGOs concerned with 

environmental and heritage conservation. The results showed that there is a 

statistically significant relationship between 

environmental citizenship and heritage conservation from the point of view of the 

managers and officials of nature reserves and heritage sites in Sharm El-Sheikh and 

St. Catherine. There is also a link between the participation of civil society 

organizations in consolidating the concept of environmental citizenship and 

sustainability. The study recommended the significance of developing awareness 

among the civil society and its institutions about the importance of heritage 

preservation. In addition to the need to work on integrating the role of the 

government; supporting institutions; the private sector; and the local community in 

the field of urban heritage development 

Keywords: Environmental Citizenship, Heritage conservation, Sustainability, Sharm 

.El Sheikh, Saint Catherine 

  


