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Abstract 

Tourism and Children with Autism: Exploring the relationship between empathy,social 

responsibility, and the right to tourism 

Mahmoud Ramadan Al-Azab 

Faculty of Tourism and Hotels - Sadat City University 

Disability is a part of the diversity of human communities. Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is 

the fastest growing developmental condition in the world. Most children with autism in their 

lives have encountered discrimination, rejection or exclusion. The importance of the study is an 

attempt to draw attention to those groups in the society and highlight the humanitarian role of 

tourism in dealing with them. Through the field study, by using qualitative semi-structured face 

to face and online interviews were conducted with mothers and fathers, specialists and doctors, 

volunteers and caregivers, experts and managers of tourism companies.Findings showed that 

many of the life situations and emotional feelings which faces children with autism and their 

families during the trips. Children with autism and their families suffer from negative sympathy 

from individuals or institutions when they make a tourist trip or any recreational activity, which 

requires all individuals in society to be treated with some kind of social responsibility, and to 

allow tourist activity and leisure to them as an inherent righ. As well as the country and 

government responsibilities towards them, and to provide a decent life for them to live and feel 

of  quality of life. 

Key Words: Tourism,Autism, Children of Autism, Autism Spectrum Disorder “ASD”, 

Empathy, Social Responsibility, The right to Tourism. 
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